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—Christ is all and in all, 
COLOSSIANS III. 11 . 

^1 ’’HE Obligation to love and obey Gor> 
which arifesfrom the perpetual depend¬ 
ence of men, as intelligent creatures, upon God, 
eonfidered as their Creator, is the religion 
of nature. The relation formed by this de¬ 
pendence obliges them to be devoted to the 
fervice and glory of him who made, preferv^es 
and governs them. In this religion God the 
Creator is all and in all. 

A 2 


Revealed 



4 THE GLORY OF THE REDEEMER. 

Revealed religion is that obligation to love 
and obey God, which refults from the total 
dependence of men, as finners, upon God 
confidered as their Redeemer. The rela¬ 
tion produced by this dependence obliges them 
to be devoted to the fervice and glory of him 
who has atoned for their fins, and is become 
the Lord their Righteoufnefs. In this reli¬ 
gion God the Redeemer is all and in all. 

The Apoflle adopts this very principle, and 
confirms it in the text by terms the moft com- 
prehenfive and unequivocal,—“ There is nei¬ 
ther Greek nor Jew, circumcifion nor uncir- 
cumcifion, barbarian, Scythian, bond nor free : 
but Christ is all and in all,” 

Believers are rifen with Christ. They are 
therefore to place their aflPeftions upon things 
above—to mortify their members which are 
upon earth-^to put ofF the old man— and put 
on the new.^From thefe duties, no exemption 
can be pleaded; for the omiflion of, them, no 
excufe admitted. The learned and the igno¬ 
rant, the civilized and the favage, the Greek 
and the Jew, all who believe, without diftinc- 
tion of nation, name or condition^ are brought 
into the fame relation to God, renewed into 
the fame image, and bound to univerfal obedi¬ 
ence and hoiinefs by the fame principle—^for 
Christ is all and in all. 


The 
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The phrafe expreffes in a fummary manner 
every thing that can be predicated of the fub- 
je^f. It is applied in the paflage before us 
and in Ephef. i. 23, to the divine Redeemer, 
and in 1 Cor. xv. 28, to God in the moll 
extenfive view, comprehending every relation 
he fultains to his intelligent creatures. 

Christ is all, he is eveiy thing effential in 
the falvation of finners; he is this to all and in 
all, the happy objefts of his love. There are 
no local or perfonai difcriminations. No exclu- 
live privileges or monopoly of benefits. “ Nei¬ 
ther is there falvation in any other: for there is 
none other name under heaven given among 
men, whereby we mull be faved. ” He is the 
fame Lord, and his power and grace the fame 
jfor all, and to all who call upon him. 

The fulnefs of the Redeemer is frequently 
inculcated, in fimilar comprehenfive feiitences. 
David fays of him, “ all my fprings are in 
thee”*—“ the Lord is my rock, and my 
fortrefs, and my deliverer, my God, my 
ftrength”t—the Lord is my light and my 
falvation-—the Lord is the llrength of my 
life.’ J Paul calls him the captain of falva- 
tion”§—“ the author and finilher of our faith.”|| 

And 

•* Pfal. IkxxvH. 7. t Plal. xvlii. 2. f Pfal. xxvii. i, 
j Heb. ii, TO. H Heb. .xii. 2. 
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And the bleffed Saviour declares concerning 
himfelf, “ I am Alpha and Omega—the begin¬ 
ning and the ending—the firll and the laft.”f 
Thefe, and innumerable paffages which afcribe 
to him the glory of pardon and peace, of pre- 
fent comfort and future happinefs, are funi- 
med up in the emphatical words of the text, 
Christ is all and in all. 

Christ is an official name. It rerpe 61 :s the 
exalted offices the Redeemer fuftained, and 
the vaft work, which as God and man in one 
perfon he accompliifhed. 

He mull be man, a perfefl man, that the 
law may be obeyed and fatisfied, in the fame 
nature which had finned. He muft be God, 
the true God, becaufe no mere creature pof- 
feffes a right to lay down his life and affign his 
merits to others—^becaufe, it requires infinite 
yifdom, love and power, to procure for and ap¬ 
ply falvation to the guilty and depraved-and 

becaufe, redemption conftitutes a new claim to 
an exclufive property in, and dominion over 
the redeemed. But the Lord will not give 
his glory or alienate his claim to another. “ I 
looked," faith he, “ and there was none to 
help—therefore mine own arm brought falva-» 
tion."*—“ I, even I am the Lord, and befides 

me 

^ Rev. i, 8,17. * Ifai. Ixiit. 5. 
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me there h no Saviour.”t—A juft God and 
a Saviour, tlierc is none befides me.’'J 

So much of the myfterious manner of the 
divine exiftence is revealed; fo much of God 
the Father, of God the Son, and of God the 
Holy Ghoft, the one, the only living and true 
God, as fuffices, not to gratify unfan 61 :ificd 
curioftty, but to inform believers in udiaC 
manner Jehovah can become their Re¬ 
deemer. 

In confequence of the* union between the 
divine nature of the Son of God and the hu¬ 
man nature which he afTumed, his whole per* 
Ton as God. manifefted in the flefti, is de- 
Cgnated by the name of. Christ. The 
Apoftle therefore, in the words before us, 
adopts and confirms the principle, that in 
revealed religion, God the Redeemer is all 
and in all. 

No fubje 61 ; can be more acceptable to thofc 
who love the Lord Jesus Christ. None 
more feafonabie when adverfaries openly blaf- 
pheme that facred name. And none more 
fuitable to the chara£ler in which we now ap¬ 
pear in his houfe and the work in which we 
profefs to be engaged.—Father of lights, fource 
of every good and every perfed gift, remove 

the 

f Ifai. sllii. II. J Ifai. xlv. 21. 
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the covering which hides thy glories from our 
view. Increafe and ftrengthen our faith to 
enter within the vail, that beholding with open 
face, we may be changed into the fame image, 
from glory to glory ! 

Christ is all and in all. Every thing 
great, interefting and neceflary in falvation is 
juftly predicated of him.—Of a propofition fo 
general, which comprehends the whole fyftem, 
fpreads over all the doftrines, and blends with 
every article of our creed, the details cannot 
poffibly be confidered in the prefent hour. As 
a fummary of firft principles, it mull fulEce to 
Ihew, that Christ is all and in all,—in the 
facred feriptures—in the religion of finners— 
and in providence. 

I. In the facred feriptures Christ is all 
and in all. 

The Scriptures teftify of Christ —in the 
law of Mofes, in the Prophets, and in the 
Pfalms, it is written concerning him, that he 
was to come, to fuffer, and to rife from the 
dead, and that repentance and remiffion of fins 
ftiould be preached in his name among all na¬ 
tions.—In the Gofpels and Epiftles the ac- 
complifhment of thefe prediftions is recorded, 
and the doftrines of his grace explained and 
confirmed.—The AQs of the Apoftles exhibit 

him 
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him in his majefly riding profperoufly, fending 
the rod of his flrength out of Zion, and ruling 
in the midft of his enemies.—The laft book of 
the facred canon is thfe Re\’elation of Jesus 
Christ, the Loud, \^^hich is, and which 
and which is to come, the Almighty, It 
foretels the profperous and adverfe ftate of his 
Church, the rife and deftru6lion of his ene¬ 
mies, and his complete and the final triumph. 
The volume opens with the promife of his firft 
appearance. It clofes with an alfurance of his 
fecond coming. The Scriptures are full of 
Christ. —Look at every part of the Sacred 
Word. 

The Historical paJJ'agis even of the Old 
Teftament, refer to Him. The hiftory of 
creation—the fall of man—the univerfal deluge 
—the call of Abraham—and the lives of the 
patriarchs. The feries of events which refpe6l: 
that people, of whom as concerning the flefh 
Christ came, and the mention of other na¬ 
tions with whofe fate that people was in fome 
meafure conne 61 ;ed, all point to the fame ob¬ 
ject. They are all introduced, to demonftrate 
the necelfity of a Saviour, and difeover the 
marvellous fteps by which providence gradu¬ 
ally prepared for the coming of Messiah. 

The Promises are all in Christ, yea, 
and in him amen. In him they unite, for his 
J 3 Like 
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fake they ivere made, and through him they 
hecome valid and fure. What refpeas him- 
felf is the principal promife. The repetition, 
explanation and confirmation of this, engrofs 
the chief attention of the facred writers, and 
run, as golden threads, through every leaf of 
the infpired volume. 

The Worship under the law was defign- 
ed to direft believers to the Messiah,— The 
municipal inftitutes of a nation in which the 
Church and State were united, muft of neceflity 
be comprifed in the fame code with the ecclefi- 
aftical, and ultimately refer to the fame objeff. 
For his fake the theocracy was formed. To 
fecure the fulfilment of the promifes refpcdling 
him, that people were feparated and dwelt 
alone until Shiloh came. The moral law was 
efpecially magnified by his a6live and paffive 
obedience, and proved to be holy, juft and 
good. In the whole, he is intended. To 
him it is calculated to lead loft finners. Ch^ i st 
is the end of the law.* 

. The D E V o TI o N A L palfages of Scripture all 
look to Him by whom alone finners find accefe 
to the Throne. It was faith in him as yet to 
come, which infpired the fong of the Old Tef- 
tainent Saints, and tuned their harps to praife. 
It is faith in him who has come and wafhed us 

from 


* Gu3. nj< 24. 
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from our fins m his own blood, that now raifcs 
the voice of rejoicing and falvation in the ta¬ 
bernacles of the righteous. 

The Doctrines in Scripture, like fo many 
bright lines within the fame circle, unite in 
one glorious point. It is in‘the face of Jesus 
Christ that the light of the knowledge of the 
glory of God Ihiiies moll illuftrioll{l 3 ^ Banifh 
Christ from the doflrines, and a fyftem lu¬ 
minous, connefled and fimplc. becomes dark, 
pei-plexed and broken. 

There are detached fatls, individual doc¬ 
trines, moral precepts, which, in themfclves, 
are excellent, and independently on Christ 
or bis glorious gofpel, cannot fail of claiming 
approbation and applaufe.-—But it will be 
found, when viewed in their connedlion, that 
thefe faffs are all combined with others which 
have an immediate rerpeff to the Saviour— 
that thefe doctrines either appertain to the re¬ 
ligion of nature and are adopted of courfe into 
the Chriftian fyftem, or they form a part of 
other do£trines which directly relate to C h r i s t. 
And that thefe moral precepts are calculated 
to convince of guilt and direft finners to feek 
an intereft in his atonement; or they preferibe 
a rule of life, by which his people are to ex- 
prefs their gratitude for faving mercies.—They 
are all, it is confclfed, excellent in themfclves; 

B z but 
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but their highell excellence, their extenhve 
and tme meaning, can be difcerned alone, by 
obferving the exprefs relation they bear to the 
divine Redeemer. 

There are in the Scriptures, “ fome things 
hard to be underftood, which they that are uur 
learned and unttable wreft unto their own de- 
ftruction.” (2 Pet. iii. 16.)—The prophecies, 
antecedent to their accomplillirnent, muft of 
neceffity be, in a great meafure, obfcurc.— 
The do6lrines which rerpe6l the Holy Tri¬ 
nity—the Word made flelh—the operation of 
the Spirit—the fovereignty of God, and a. 
total dependence upon him, are too fublime 
and myflerious to be fully conaprehended by 
finite minds. And what relates to the depra^ 
vity of human nature, v/ith the infeparable 
confequences of guilt and fin, are dire 61 :Iy op- 
pofed to the pride and prejudices of men. 
Thefe are fo many fources c»f difficulty. Thefe 
render fome things hard to be underftood, and 
ftill harder to be cordially embraced. Yet, 
thefe notwithftanding, all who are taught of 
Cod difeover a perfpicuity fufficient to render 
them wife unto falvation, and they delight to 
meditate upon the word. None cavil but the 
ignorant and profane. None but they com¬ 
plain, that clouds and darknefs reft upon the, 
Scriptures.—Whatever it may be in regard to 
other matters, it is certainly beyond contra- 

diHion 
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diclion that in Christ the hiftory oi the 
Bible terminates—is the iuni of the pio- 
inifes—the end of the |aw—the fpirit ot the 
devotion, and the principal objcd to which 
the whole is uniformly directed. He was 
meant in the types, fliadowed forth in the 
rites, and exprefsly intended in all the facii- 
fices. He is the fum, the fcopc of the Old 
and of the New Teftament. In the Sacred 
Sedptures Christ is all and in all. 

The man, therefore, who reads the Bible 
without finding the Saviour there, is blind. 
And the minifter of the gofpel who, to avoid 
ofFence, or recommend himfelf to the wicked, 
conceals the exalted Redeemer, is a mad¬ 
man ; efpecially as, 

II. Christ is all and in all in the religion 
of finners. 

That religion which removes the fatal con- 
fequences of fin^—permits the guilty and de¬ 
praved to worfhip in an acceptable manner—• 
refiores to the favour and communion of God 
— adminifters confolation, and produces in 
the iffue, perfe(flion and happinefs, that, and 
that alone, can be denominated the religion of 
finners. Every thing fhort of this mull be 
inadequate to their exigencies, mull be infuf- 
ficient for their falvation. 


The 
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The religion of nature is far from anfweting 
thefe exalted purpofes.—From the definitions 
with which this difcourfe was introduced, and 
fome obfervations that have tranfiently occur¬ 
red, you may perhaps already anticipate what 
appertains to this part of the fubjeef. It is 
however of too great importance to be fligbtly 
treated. It draws a line of difbinftion, with 
which many arc evidently unacquainted. And 
it fuggefts a principle, of all others the mod 
elTential, in refuting the falfe philofophy of 
infidelity. 

No obligation, and confequently no reli¬ 
gion, can exift without fome relation to 
conllitute a bafis or foundation upon which it 
refts. The foundation of the religion of nature 
is the relation wdiich arifes from the depend¬ 
ence of men confidered as intelligent creatures, 
upon God as their Creator. This relation 
will not fuffice for finners. 

The religion of nature is uni\’'erral and un¬ 
changeable. It preferibes perfetd and perpe¬ 
tual obedience, as its only poffiblc condition; 
and it enfures happinefs as long as a perfe- 
verance in fuch obedience is uninterruptedly 
maintained. But it contemplates no deviation 
from the divine law. It knows of no remedy 
for tranfgrclTors. A finner is a monfter un¬ 
known and unacknowledged in the religion of 

nature 
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nature. A Saviour is a gift infinitely beyond 
its proviilce or prerogative. 

Sin conftitutes a new chara6ler. It pro*- 
duces effential embarraffments. It requires 
help which nothing in the relation between 
creatures and their Creator, as fuch, can 
fuggeft or fupply. The new chara 61 er renders 
a new relation ncceffary. There muft be a 
Redeemer, or the evils produced by fin can 
never be removed. He alone who made them 
can redeem them, form the relation, and bring 
them into it. 

The religion of nature is neceflarily and for¬ 
ever binding upon all men as intelligent be¬ 
ings. The original obligation can never ceafe 
or abate. Nothing can infringe, nothing can 
deftroy it. The religion of nature, in this re- 
fpeft, is as much the religion of men, after they 
become finners, as it would have been had 
they continued holy and perfeft; and yet by 
not providing happinefs, is eflentially deficient 
in a moft important article.—If it obliges the 
finner to obedience, while it condemns, and 
leaves him to all the direful confequences of 
his tranfgreffion—if the relation upon which it 

is founded does not reach the new charafter_ 

if the only condition it prefcribes, of do this and 
live, cannot poffibly be complied with, and 
if the principle that iilvelligates this obligation, 
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is not competent to the difcovery of any other, 
that will obviate the complicated miferies pro¬ 
duced by fin, then the religion of nature can¬ 
not fave; then it is not, and cannot be, the 
religion that will fuffioe for finners. 

Two obligations, each demanding the whole 
heart, arifing from two diftinft relations, would 
interfere and prove inconfiftcnt, were they due 
to diftinft Beings. No man can ferve two 
mafters,—But if both relations originate from 
the fame fource, and terminate in the fame ob- 
jecf; if he who is the Creator, be alfo the 
Redeemer, no different interefts, no clalhing 
of authority, no inconfiftency can arife from 
the additional obligation. The duties may 
fweetly blend, and one harmonious, rational 
and divine fervice be the bieffed mfult. 

Ail thefe defers are compenfatcd, all thefe 
important ends obtained in revealed religion. 
This fully recognizes and cordially embraces, as 
of neceflity it ought, the religion of nature. But 
it does much more. It meets the new charac¬ 
ter, It reveals anew relation. It opens a new 
accefs to God and happinefs. And in this, 
its elfential peculiarity confills. 

Revealed religion confiders men as finners, 
and exprefsly treats with them as fuch. Christ 
came to call, not the righteous, but finners to 

repentance. 
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repentance. The whole need not a phyfidan, 
but the lick. This is the religion which pro- 
fefledly provides a remedy againft fm. The 
only religion that informs finners what they 
muft do to be faved. That procures accept¬ 
ance for their perfons and fervdces—affords 
comfort in afflidion—affuages the pangs of an 
acculing confcience—-promotes holinefs in heart 
and life—and opens a profped of eternal reft 
and glory. This therefore, with propriety, may 
be called the religion of sinners. 

Now, in this religion Christ is all and in 
all. With refpe6i: to the foundation upon which 
it is built—the benefits derived from it—and 
the duties to which it binds. 

What is the language of the Prophets in 
regard to the Foundation of that religion 
which can fave linners ? Of what importance 
do they confider Christ the divine Redeem¬ 
er ?—Hear them-the Stone which the 

Builders refufed is become the head ftone of 
the corner.”*—“ A foundation, a ftone, a tried 
ftone, a precious corner ftone, a fure founda¬ 
tion.”t “ I have redeemed thee—I am the 
Lqrd thy God —thy Saviour —your Re¬ 
deem E R.”J—“ Behold the man whofe name is , 
the branch—he ftiall build the temple of the 
C Lord, 

* Pfal. exvlil. 22. f Ifai. xxvil. i6, 
f Ifai. xliii. 1,3, 14. 
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Lo RD, even he ftiall build the tennple of the 
Lord, and he {hall bear the glory."*—" The 
Tnan that is' my fellow."t “ His name fhall 
be called Wonderful, Counfellor, the Miglity 
God, the Ever]ailing Father, the Prince of 
Peace.”J “ They ftiall call his-name Em¬ 
manuel, which being interpreted is, God with 
us."5 

How do the ApoRles fpeak upon this fub- 
je6l ? Who do they declare to be all and in 
all in the religion of fmners ?—The Word 
was made flefh and dwelt among us, and we 
beheld his glory, the glory as the only begot¬ 
ten of the Father, full of grace and truth."]{ 
'• Other foundation can m> man lay than that 
is laid, which is Jesus Christ.”? Jesus 
Christ himfelf being the chief corner ftone, 
in whom all the building fitly framed together, 
groweth unto an holy Temple in the Lord. 
“ The fuinefs of him that filleth all and in 
■’#* In him ye are complete.”tt Re¬ 
deemed with the precious blood of Christ.”JJ 

Christ is our iife."^^ 

What is the tellimony of the Lord Jesus 
Christ refpefling himfelf?—“ As the Father 

hath 

* Zadi. vi. 12, 13. f Zach. xin. 7. 'f Ifai. ix. 6 , 

§ Ifai. vii. 14. Matt. i. 23. j] John i. 14, 16. 

I Cor. iii. II. ** Eph-cf. ii. 20, 21. 

•ft Ep^* i* 23- if 1 P-u i. r8, 19. §§ Colof. iii. 4, 
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hath life in bimfelfj fo hath he given to the 
Son to have life in himfelf."* “ I and my Fa¬ 
ther are one."f “ I lay down my life for the 
ffieep/'J “ I am the way, and the truth, and 
the life: no man cdmeth unto the Father, but 
by “ I am the refurreflion and the 

life.”||—Can any believe the Sacred Scriptures, 
can they affix a conhftent meaning to thefe 
paffages, and hefitate a moment in determining 
the charafter of the Saviour—what relation he 
bears to the redeemed—and of what- impor¬ 
tance he is to finners ? 

The Benefits of the everlafting covenant 
are all ratified in him, and bellowed for his 
fake. 

The new heart is his gift. The new birth is 
produced by his fpirit, and effe61ual calling ac- » 

compliffied by his grace. He makes his peo¬ 
ple willing in a day of his power, and he alone 
gives reft to the weary and heavy laden. 

Pardon and peace are the fruits of his pur- 
chafe. It is in the beloved alone the unwor¬ 
thy are accepted. Bjy faith they are juftified 
as they receive Christ and become united to 
him thereby ; not for faith or any merit in be¬ 
lieving. The righteoufnefs of the Redeem e r 
C 2 imputed 

John r. 26. f John x. 30. f John x. Jj. 

§ John .xiv. 6. jl John xi. 25- 
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imputed to his people is tlio foie meritorious 
caufe of their juflification.—As by one man’s 
difobcdience many were made finners, fo by 
the obedience pf one lhall many be made righ¬ 
teous.* He “ who knew no fin, was made fin for 
us, that we might be made the righteoufnefs of 
God in him.”t He is the Lord our Righ- 
teoufnefs.J 

SanBiJication flows from the fame opened 
fountain. For holinefs believers are as de¬ 
pendent upon Christ as ior their pardon 
and right to eternal life. He is made to his 
people fan6lification. “ He delivers his captives 
from the mighty and his prey from the terri¬ 
ble,” Deftroys the dominion of fin in them, 
and begins, carries on and perfe6ls what con¬ 
cerns the reftoration of his image to all the 
redeemed. 

To him his followers owe their fafety and 
perfeverance; he feeds the flock, gathers the 
lambs with his arms, and none can pluck them 
out of his hand. 

His counfel guides, his arm defends, and his 
prefence cheers and animates them on their 
way. Strengthened by him, they run and are 
not weary, they walk and faint not. 

In 

* Rom. V. 19. t 2 Cor. v. 21. $ Jer. xxiif. 6 % 
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In Death they are comforted by his rod and 
ftaff. To him they commit their departing 
fpirits.* They enter into his peace, they reft in 
their beds of duft.t And dying in him, their 
death is blefled.;]; 

His voice will burft the tombs and raife the 
de^id. All who are in their graves fhall hear 
and come forth. The Redeemer of Abraham, 
and of the children of Abraham, is the Sa¬ 
viour alfo of the body. Becaufe he lives they 
lhall live alfo.§ 

From his mouth the fentence lhall proceed 
which abfolves horn guilt and welcomes to 
the manfions he has prepared. And it is he 
who is to prefent the redeemed family, wafti- 
ed in his own blood and freed horn fin and 
forrow, to be fatiated with the full fruition, 
of the love of God the Father, with the 
uninterrupted participation of the grace of 
God the Son, and the continued communion 
of God the Holy Ghoft. 

In all the benefits of the covenant of grace, 
in all the bleffings conferred upon thofe who are 
faved, either in this life or hereafter, Christ 
is air and in all. He has procured them. He 

bellows 

* Afls vil. 59. Pfal. xxxi. 5. f Ifai. Ivii. 2. 
f Rev. xiv. 13. $ John xiv. 19. 
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b^ftows them. From him and through him 
they are all derived. 

The Duties to which revealed religion 
hinds, are equally related to the adorable Sa¬ 
viour. 

Faith, in its firft appropriating a6l, has an 
immediate refpeH: to him, and it continues to 
honour him in the whole fubfequent life of the 
believer, “ I live,” fays the Apollle, expref- 
fing the experience of himfelf and of all the 
children of God; ‘‘ I live, yet not I, but 
Christ liveth in me; and the life which I 
now live in the flcfh, I live by the faith of the 
Son of Qod, who loved me and gave himfelf 
for me.”*—In repentance, the contrite and bro¬ 
ken in heart look unto him whom they have 
pierced and mourn.t —Hope refts upon his 
word, with a firm perfuafion that he is able to 
keep what is committed unto him againft that 
day.;|!—We love him becaufe he firft loved us.^ 
His love conftrains to afFe6lionate returns; 
and fo elfential are thefe, that all who love not 
the Lord Jesus Christ are ftigmatized 
with an anathema—maranatha.jl—In every a6l 
of worjhip, in prayer, in praife, in celebrating 
the ordinances, dill the Redeemer is acknow¬ 
ledged. In his name addreffes are prefented to 

the 


* Gal. ii. 20. f Zach. xli. lo. fa Tim. i. 12. 
§ I John iv. 19. II r Cor. xvi. 22. 
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the throne; through him believers draw near; 
baptifm and the fupper are the figns and feals 
of what he has accompIiOied. In all he is ex- 
prefsly remembered.-^" Whatfoever his people 
do in word or in deed, they do all in the name 
of the Lord Jesus CuRiST, giving thanks to 
God and the Father by him.”* -‘^-As the branch 
cannot bear fmit without the vine, no more 
can they without him.”t By adhering to him, 
depending upon him, and deriving llrcngth 
from him they become fruitful. " Without him 
they can do nothing.’’^ 

Is it not e\’ident, that in pra6Iice, as well as 
in theory, all religion centres in CuRtST?— 

that he is the foundation of the whole ?_that 

the benefits proceed from him ?—and that eve¬ 
ry duty has a regard to him, is accepted for his 
fake, and performed by ftre'ngth derived from 
him?—In the religion of fmners Christ is 
all and in all. 

How little do infidels know of the founda¬ 
tion and properties of that very religion in 
which they profefs to trufl, and hoxv much lefs 
of that which they oppofe! how ignorant are 
they of the Saviour, who deny his divinity and 
atonement! With a profelfed fubmiffion to re¬ 
velation, and various modifications, the Soci- 
nian f) ftern ftill remains the religion of nature. 

—Over 

* Colof. ill. 17. -j- John XV. 4. ± John xv. 5. 
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—Over, this f^e ftone of Rumbling all un¬ 
converted men, however found their profellion 
of the truth may be, are aftualiy falling. 
Strangers to the new relation, to the only 
foundation which God has laid, they ftill reft 
upon the old balls. This is all, by nature, 
-they can know. 

III. Christ is all and in all in Provi¬ 
dence. 

The whole adminijlration of providence is in 
his hand—he is alfo the End to which its move¬ 
ments are fubfervient, and in which all the feries 
of events will finally terminate. In both tliefe 
refpe6is Christ is all and in all. 

:i. He is inveRed with the a£i;ual adminijlra- 
iion of providence. 

Christ, the effential word, “'was in the 
lyeginning with God, and was God. All 
things were made by him.”* “ All that are in 
heaven and that are in earth, vifible and invifi- 
bie, whether they be thrones, dominions or 
powers, all things were created by him and for 
hiin.”f As he is before all things, fo “ by him 
all things confiR.” He is the glorious dif- 
penfer of providence, the foie ruler and go¬ 
vernor of the world. “ The father judgeth no 

man, 

* John i. I, 5. t Colof. i. 16, 17. 
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man, but hath committed all judgment unto 
the Son, that all men may honour the Son, 
even as they honour the Father."—He is the 
king of nations in the moft extenfive fenfe, as 
it refpe£ls the divine prefervation, co-operation 
and government. And he is the king of faints, 
and head of his Church, in confequence of a 
more intimate and fpecial relation which fub- 
frfts between- him and the redeemed family. 
Of the kingdom of nature and the kingdom of 
grace. Christ has tL' foie direftion. In the ac¬ 
tual adrainiftration of uoth he is all and in all. 

With regard to the former, it is faid of him 
—“ a king lhall reign and profper, and lhall 
execute judgment and juftice in the earth"^— 
“ The Lord reigneth’’t—“ Thy throne of 
God is forever: a fceptre of righteoufnefs is 
the fceptre of thy kingdom.";||—As in the be¬ 
ginning he laid the foundations of the earth, 
and the heavens were the work of his hands, fo 
to him the government of the whole is com¬ 
mitted. He employs them as inftruments to 
fulfil his pleafure, and when his work is ac- 
complifhed, he ftiall fold them up as a vefture, 
and they lhall be changed. But he remains 
die fame and his years lhall not fail. 

The mediatorial kingdom oi Christ is dif- 
tiuH: from that eternal dominion over all worlds 
D which 

^ Jer. xxlii. 5. Pfal. xcUi. i. i Heb. 5 , S. 
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which appertains to him as God. It is a 
kingdom peculiar to the new relation which 
redemption has formed, and is difpenfed in the 
moll perfe£l: harmony with the other.—It has 
pleafed the Father and the Son and the Holy" 
Ghoft, that in Christ all fulnefs fhould 
dwell.* And becaufe he humbled himfelf and 
became obedient unto death, even the death of 
the crofs. God hath alfo highly exalted him, 
and given him a name which is above every 
name, that at the name of Jesus every knee 
fhould bow, of things in heaven, and things in 
earth, and things under the earth, and that eve¬ 
ry tongue fhould confefs that Jesus Christ 
is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.F 
The Father loveth the Son and hath given all 
things into his hands.J All power is given 
unto him in heaven and in earth.§ 

The union of two natures in Christ, ren¬ 
ders the independent and the delegated power 
perfc6lly confiftent. Nothing contradi 61 ory or 
improper is implied in committing the twofold 
adminiftration to the fame hand.—What is pe¬ 
culiar to either nature, is always in feripture af- 
cribed to the whole perfon of the Redeemer. 
To inculcate the my fiery of God manifefl in 
the flcfli more forcibly, things are frequently 
predicated, with the mention of one nature, 

which 

Colof. i. 19. t Phil. ii. 8, 9, 10, II. f John iii. 35. 

$ Matt, xxviii. 18. 
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which can of neceffity be applicable only to 
the other. Thus God is faid to have pur- 
chafed the Church “ with his own blood.”* 
And thus, it was no robbery in Christ to be 
equal with God, while at the fame time, he 
was a man, a fervant, made under the law and 
amenable to its demands. And hence alfo, he 
may poflefs an independent and divine right 
to the government of providence, and yet be 
cloathed with a delegated authority exprefsiy 
committed to him as mediator. 

The origin, nature, and dignity of this king¬ 
dom which Christ adminifters, may be fuf- 
ficiently gathered from the terms by which it is 
diftinguilhed in feripture. 

It is called the kingdom of God,f bccaufe 
God is the immediate author and founder 
itj—G od himfelf is the king—and the per¬ 
fections of God are more difplayed in this, 
than in all his other works. 

It is called the kingdom of heaven ,becaufe 
it is great, precious and excellent—^more fpi- 
ritual under the New Teftament than it was 
under the Old—approaches in its privileges 
and benefits as near to the worfhip and joys of 
heaven, as it can on earth be brought—-and be- 
D 2 caufe 

Aas XX. 28. f Pfal. xlv. 6. Ifal. lii. 7. Luke xvit 20^ 
I Datviel ii. 44. Pfal., cx. i. § Mattv in. z 
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caufe this is the laft difpenfation, which fliall 
change the Rate of grace into that of glory. 

It is declared to be a kingdom not of this 
world* as—it is a fpiritual kingdom and re- 
fpeHs the heart, principles as well as condu6f 
—is not propagated by external violence, but 
by the power of the truth and an appeal to 
confcience—the benefits it confers are of a mo¬ 
ral nature and have an immediate relation to a 
future (late—it in no meafure interferes with 
the governments and kingdoms of this world, 
in their policy, laws, or adminiftration^—it pof- 
feffes no earthly luftre; makes no fhew of dia¬ 
dems and purple, and is direHly oppofed to 
the carnal expe6lation of the Jews, who looked 
for fplendour, conqueft, and univerfal domi¬ 
nion over all other nations.—It promifes no 
temporal emoluments, no exemption from trou¬ 
bles, pains or Ioffes—it affures its fubjefls that 
in this world they fhall have tribulation, while 
it referves for them a recompenfe of jpy and 
everlafting reft, beyond the grave. 

The adminiftration of this kingdom com¬ 
menced, when the Saviour was firft promifed. 
From the beginning he has had the charge 
both of the world and of the church. But, af¬ 
ter his refurre£iion it rvas difplayed in a more 
illuftrious and fingular manner. Having fi- 

niftied 
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nifhed the atonement and overcome, the man 
Christ Jesus, the exalted human nature 
united to the perfon of the Son of God, fat 
down with his Father upon his throne.* 
Agreeably to the predi6lion: I have fet my 
king upon my holy hill of Zion.t 

The duration of his dominion is unlimited. 

Of the increafe of his government and peace, 
there ftiall be no end.”J| His name ftiall en¬ 
dure for ever. His name fhall be continued 
as long as the fun, “ he fhall reign throughout 
all generations,and the change in the admi- 
niftration at the clofe of the difpenfation of 
grace, will not diveft him of his effential ho¬ 
nour?. 

The kingdoms of the earth, every empire 
and nation have a date fixed for their rife, con¬ 
tinuance and dilfolution. But this kingdom is 
founded upon a bafis which defies the alfaults, 
and foils the power and policy of all its ene¬ 
mies. Other governments have paffed away, 
and all in their turn fhall fall, but this will 
Hand, and with increafmg glory remain for¬ 
ever.—Where are the mighty monarchies of 
Affyria and Chaldea ? Where the veftigcs of 
the rapid viflorics of Alexander, or the fplen- 
did triumphs of Caefar, the conquefts of Mace¬ 
donia, 

* Rev. iii. 21. f Pfal, li. 6. f; Tfai. ix. 7. 
f Pfal. Ixxii. 17. 
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donia, or the domination of Rome ? They are 
all gone. They are vanilhed like the empty 
vifions of the night, and barely ftalk in hiftory, 
as the ghofts of fallen empires. Where will be 
the pomp and power of emperors, kings and 
republican rulers who now defolate the world, 
with wars, revolutions and havock ? like their 
predecelTors, they will foon be crumbled to the 
dull, and leave not a wreck behind.—Cities 
once celebrated for their extent, riches and po¬ 
pulation, are razed, and the remnant of their 
rains fcarcely exhibit a proof of their former 
exiftence. Babylon, the metropolis of the 
world, the glory of kingdoms, the queen of 
cities, is fwept by the befom of dellruflion. 
Her walls and turrets which fhadowed the 
plains of Shinar, her gorgeous palaces, her 
lofty hanging gardens and fumptuous terraces, 
are all demoliftied. It is only known, that amidll 
the fens and marfhes, dragons now howl and 
fatyrs dance, where Babylon once flood.—It 
is not fo with the city which hath foundations, 
whofe maker and builder is God. it is not 
fo with the kingdom whofe government is ad- 
miniftered by the bleffed mediator. This fhall 
remain and furvive all the fucceflive empires 
and cities on earth. No weapon that is form¬ 
ed againft Zion fhall profper.* God is in the 
midfl of her, fhe fhall not be moved.t 


Ifai. llv. 17. t Pfal. xlvi. 5. 
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The extent of this kingdom will correfpond 
with its dignity and duration. It is a light 
thing for the glorious Redeemer to raife up 
the tribes of Jacob only, he is given alfo for a 
light to the Gentiles, to be the falvation of 
God unto the end of the earth.* Ail Ifrael 
lhall be faved and the fuinefs of the Gentiles 
alfo come in.t The heathen are given to him 
for his inheritance, and the uttermoft parts of 
the earth for his poffeffion.J He lhall have 
dominion from fea to fea, and from the river 
to the ends of the earth/'^ The fmall glean¬ 
ings from the multitude of Tinners which has 
hitherto been made for Christ, cannot com¬ 
port with the glorious extent intended in thefo 
promifes. The time will therefore come, when 
the face of the covering call over all people, 
and the vail that is fpread over all nations lhall 
be de{troyed.'’|j When the earth lhall be full 
of the knowledge of the Lord as the waters 
cover the fea.? 

It is to effed this interefting pmpofe, that 
Christ the Lord, the Saviour reigns. For 
this the government is in his hands. Every 
event is under his controul. In the admini- 
llration of providence, he is all and in all. 

2. But Christ is alfo the End of provi¬ 
dence. 

* Ifai. xlix. 6. t Rom. xi. 25, 26. 1; Pfal. ii. 8. 

§ Pfal. Ixxii. 8, 11. H Ifai. xxv. 7. f Ifai. xi, 9. 
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dence. To him the whole difpenfation haS an 
immediate refpeft. To fulfil the divine decree 
of bringing glory to the Redeemer, all the 
vaft feries of events are rendered fubfervient, 
and to this point, in all their intricate move¬ 
ments the wheels are forever turning. 

The world is eftablifhed in CliRist that it 
cannot be moved.* For his fake it is fpared 
and daily bleffings bellowed even upon the re¬ 
bellious ; the world, even for this, has caufe to 
rejoice that the Redeemer reigneth. But it 
ivS efpecially a reafon for joy, and the multitude 
of iflcs may be glad, that the whole earth will 
at length fubmit to Christ, that the darkell 
corners will be enlightened by the. Sun of 
Righteoufnefs, and all flefh lhall fee the glory 
of the Lor d. 

The event is determined. From the rifing 
of the fun, even unto the going down of the 
fame, his name fhall be great among the Gen- 
tiles.t All the ends of the world lhall remem¬ 
ber and turn unto the Lord j all the kindreds 
of the nations lliall worlhip before him.J The 
kingdoms of this world fhall become the king¬ 
doms of our Lord and of his Christ.^— 
Heaven and earth lhall pafs away, but thefe 
promifes fhall not fail. He will overturn, 

overturn, 

* Pfal xciii. I. t Mai. i. ii. J Pfal. xxii. 27. 

$ Rev. xi. 15, 
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overturn, overturn, until he come whofe right 
it is, and he will give it him.'* This is the 
great fcope and end of providence, and ftiall 
moft affurediy be attained. Infinite wdfdom 
will employ the beft means for producing the 
beft end, and almighty power enfure fuccefs. 

The different ftages through which the 
Church muff pafs, the progreliive manner in 
which all this will be obtained, are indifputa- 
bly marked in the prophetic vifion which Da¬ 
niel interpreted.t—“ A flone was cut out 
without hands, v/hich fmote the image—and 
the (tone which fmote the image became a 
great mountain, and filled the whole earth—in 
the days of thefe kings fhall the God of hea¬ 
ven fet up a kingdom, which fhall never be 
deftroyed, and the kingdom fhall not be left to 
other people, but it fhall break in pieces and 
confume all thefe kingdoms, and it fhall Hand 
forever."’ 

Let it fuffice to remark upon this celebrated 
prophecy: that the Church, the vifible king¬ 
dom of Christ in the world, is here exhibited 
as remaining for a feries of ages,—fmall and 

circumferibed in its limits-moveable and 

changing its place—fuffering and expofed to 
buffetings and infults. A flate, very aptly de- 
fignated by comparing it to a Hone. But a 
E feafou 

Ezek., xxi. 2 'J^. f Daniel ii. 34, 35, 44.. 
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feafon will arrive, when it fhall triumph over 
all its adverfaries, extend its boundaries and 
fpread throughout the world. Expreffcd in the 
prophetic emblem, by a great mountain that 
fliaii fill the whole earth. 

During the firfl period, (by a learned expo- 
fitor*’ called the kingdom of the (lone) the 
wicked have been permitted to exert their ut- 
moft efforts of malice and power againft the 
anointed King of Zion. Enemies from with¬ 
out have affaulted the Church with violent 
perfecutions; and an enemy within, more for¬ 
midable from his fituation, has made deeper 
thrufts, corrupted the truth, and worn out the 
faints with cruel oppreffion. But, when thefe 
have wafted their ftrength, and the gates of 
hell oppofed in vain; at the period fixed for 
the difplay of the Saviour's grace and glory in 
the world, his Church will fuddenly aflume a 
new form. Her mourning be turned into joy, 
her widow’s weed exchanged for the garment 
of falvation. The ftone will rapidly grow into 
a mountain. The kingdom of C h k i s t literally 
fill the whole earth.—Thus it will be grateful¬ 
ly acknowledged that he adminifters the go¬ 
vernment; it will then be feen with rapture, 
that his glory is the end; and mankind will hail 
the divine Redeemer as alfo, all and in all 
in providence. 

A NO 
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And now, my Brethren, what think ye of 
Christ ? what think yc of him who is the 
principal fubje 61 : of the bible, the only balis 
of redemption, the adminiftrator and the end 
of every difpenfation ? is he not the chief 
among ten thoufand and altogether lovely ? is 
he not all and in all—in the facred fcriptures 
-—in the religion of linners—and in provi¬ 
dence ? and ought he not to be all our falva- 
tion and all our defire ? fhould not our hearts 
glow with gratitude while we contemplate the 
amazing work ? Can we look with cold indif¬ 
ference upon what infinite wifdom has plan¬ 
ned, upon what love paffing knowledge has 
accomplifhed ?—Prejudiced infidelity may pro¬ 
nounce the gofpel folly, and the humble mani- 
feflation of the Messiah prove a Humbling 
block to his ancient people. But to us the 
fcandal of the crofs is more than compenfated by 
the glory which fucceeded. We know the man 
of forrows is now exalted “ on the right hand 
of the throne of the majefty in the heavens.*'* 
His adverfaries may then blafpheme, and the 
impious fay, “ we will not have this man to rule 
over us." But we with cheerful fubmilfion 
and adoring confidence, reply—‘‘ come Lord 
Jesus —King of kings and Lord of lords-— 
thou art worthy to receive glory and honour 
and power—rule thou in the midft of thine 
E 2 enemies, 

* Heb. viii. I. 
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enemies. Reign in our hearts.” Let this be 
our firft impreffion, this our firft fentiment. 

Diminutive as man appears when compared 
with the univerfe, and lefs than nothing when 
hkened unto God; mean as a creature in the 
fcale of beings, and ftill lefs and unworthy as a 
finner; there is neverthelefs no ground for cavil 
againft the infinite price at which falvation is 
obtained, or tlie amazing method by which the 
work is accomplifhed. An immortal foul ca¬ 
pable of receiving the divine image, of know¬ 
ing, loving, and ferving God in confummate 
blifs forever, is not a little thing. Millions of 
fuch are not beneath the notice and care of the 
Supreme.—Small and great are comparative 
terms. No part of the moral creation is in it- 
felf inconfiderable. The harmony which muft 
fubfift in the divine government, the connec¬ 
tion of fyftems, the influence of worlds upon 
worlds, of every part of the vaft dominion of 
God upon the whole, of prefent tranfaftions 
upon the ages of eternity, render it abfolutely 
impoflible for finite minds to eftimate what is 
fmall or great, or determine upon the queftion 
of propriety and right.—If God defigns to 
magnify his love and difplay the riches of his 
grace, in faving even the leaft, the youngell of 
the family, it may be expe6led, that in the plan 
and accomplifliment, it will be worthy of him- 
felf. No ftep can be too maiTellous, no part 

of 
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of the work too aftoniftiing, nor need it ofiFend 
the higheft intelligences to find that, in be¬ 
coming a Redeemer, he performs a new work, 
and affumes the very nature he redeems into a 
perfonal union with himfelf. Nothing is too 
great for God, The ends hereby attained may 
not only reach the redeemed, but in their blef- 
fed confcquences extend to the w^hole creation, 
and produce moll glorious and falutary elFeds 
to all eternity. Whatever it may be, his 
thoughts are not our thoughts, nor are our 
ways his ways. Far then from exclaiming, 
how can thefe things be ? or raifing objeHions 
from the chara6ler and relative infignificance of 
man, it becomes us to believe and adore. Th^ 
difficulty of reconciling fuch proceedings in 
the moral government to our views and expec¬ 
tations, ferves rather to enhance the value of 
this great falvation, confirm its certainty, and 
prompt us with cheei-fulnefs to fubmit to the 
glorious gofpel of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

The angels of God worffiipped him.'^‘ At 
his birth they fung “ glory to God in the 
iiighellduring his humiliation on earth they 
attended; and are now, through all their ffiin- 
iftg hierarchies, fubjedled to his authority and 
employed by him to miniller to the heirs of 
falvation. He is their Lord, but he is our 
Redeemer, To us the child was born. To 

us 
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us the Son was given. He took not upon him 
the nature of angels, but the feed of Abraham. 
He came to fave finners of mankind, the chief 
of finners. Let finners then, let the chief of 
finners bow before him, and praife God their 
Redeemer. Praife him for his unfpeakable 
gift. Praife him for becoming man and fufFer- 
ing, the juft for the unjuft. Praife him for en¬ 
tering within the vail, as their forerunner and 
infercefibr. Praife the King eternal, immortal 
and invifible, exalted far above all principali¬ 
ties and powers, the head over all things to the 
Church. Praife ye him all his angels. Praife 
ye him all his hofts. Let every thing that hath 
breath praife the Lord. And be not ye filent 
who have tailed that he is gracious. Let the 
redeemed efpecially fay fo, “ and the children 
of Zion be joyful in their King.’'* 

2. Are the Sacred Scriptures infpired of 
God, do they reveal a Saviour, are they able 
to make us wife unto falvation, why then are 
they ilegleGed, why traduced by thofe who are 
within the reach of information and might rea¬ 
dily obtain conviclion of their origin and au¬ 
thority ?—It is not the want of evidence, my 
brethren; it is not any rational obje6lion that 
creates this averfion or ftimulates to oppofition. 
An enmity againft God, an impatience under 
conftraint, a licentious fpirit, prompt them to 

rage 
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rage and take counfel againft the Lord and 
his anointed. Nothing, that can be devifed 
neceflary to fupport the teftimony of Scripture, 
is lacking. But the precepts are too fevere, 
the doftrines too humbling, and the Saviour 
too holy, to meet their unfanftified approba¬ 
tion. They hate the Author and wreak their 
itialice upon his book. Had the Bible been 
only a republication of the religion of nature; 
had no other relation but that of Creator 
been revealed, the fyflcm would have been 
more acceptable^ the refiftance lefs ftrenuous. 
But provoked to he treated as finners, enraged 
at the hand that brings the balm to heal the 
wounded, they fpurn the Redeemer, and 
pour contempt upon his prolFered bleffings. 

Know, ye profane, ye infidels be warned, 
that to rejeft revealed religion is in the iflfuc 
to Gaft off alfo that of nature. He that hates 
God the Redeemer cannot love God the 
Creator. Deifm verges fall; upon Atheifm. 
There is but a ftep between the virulent ene¬ 
my of the gofpel and the wretch who defies 
the Maker of heaven and earth.-—Look at the 
philofophifts of the prefent age. See the point 
at which they aim, the goal at which many of 
them are arrived, and ftiudder at the fatal con- 
fequences that await your infidelity. Fly from 
the dreadful precipice upon which you ftand. 


3. Has 
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3. Has the everlafting Gofp, the Lord, the 
Creator, of the ends of the earth become a 
Redeemer ? Has he, whom the heavens and 
the heaven of heavens cannot contain, conde-r 
fcended indeed to dwell on the earth and af- 
fume our nature ? Has the bleffed Emmanuel 
linifhed a work, too great for men or angels ? 
Did he come to fave finners ? Is his call cxt 
prefsly addrelfed to them, as fuch ? Is he able 
to fave to the uttermoft ? And, has he promif- 
ed in no wife to call out thofe who come to 
him I —What glad tidings of great joy ! With 
bended knees and adoring hearts, pronounce 
him welcome. With the exulting multitude 
exclaim: “ BlelTed is he who cometh in the 
name of the Lord ; hofanna in the higheft/'|{ 
—Blit let the external homage of profeffion, be 
attended with the fincere dedication of the foul; 
or in a day of trial your hofannas may change 
into blafphemies, your cry of welcome into the 
horrid fhout of crucify him^ crucify him! 

Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and 
thou {halt be faved.t In revealed religion faith 
is effential. That faith which refpe 61 ;s the per» 
fon of the Redeemer, while it cordially em¬ 
braces his truths. That which receives Him as 
offered in the gofpel, and completes an unior^ 
v/hich is the foie bahs upon which the imputa¬ 
tion of his meritorious Righteoufnefs can pro¬ 
ceed.—. 

(!• Matt. xxi. 9. f Afts xvi. 31. 
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ceed.—Reft not therefore fatisfied with a name 
to live: your benevolence, temperance, re6li- 
tude, and all the train of perfonal and public 
virtues, which endear you to the commu¬ 
nity, and render you valuable to focicty, will 
not avail to procure pardon with God, or pu¬ 
rify your polluted fouls. It is the blood of 
Christ alone that cleanfeth from all fin. He 
is all and in all in the religion of finners. Look 
then unto him and be ye laved. 

4. Hath the Father loved the Son and given 
all things into his hand ?—his people love the 
Son alfo, and have entrufted him with their 
all. His fulnefs is their fecurity; his power 
and government their choice ,* and they gladly 
crown him Lord and King—behold then, be¬ 
lievers, the glory of your exalted Head, and 
whatever others do, rejoice ye that the Lord 
the Saviour reigns. 

Is he all and in all in providence ? Then 
what you have committed to him is fafe. Your 
life is hid with Christ in God, and nothing 
fhall fcparate you from his love. He hath 
faid, I will never leave you nor forfake you.* 
He careth for yout—go in his name. Be ftrong 
in his ftrength. Be faithful unto death,, and he 
will give you a crown of life. 

F Is 

* Heb. xili. 5, 6. f i Peuv. 7.. 
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Is he all and in all in providence ? Then his 
Church is fafe ; his trembling faints may fuf- 
pend their anxiety for the iffue of her confli6ls. 
What, if the wicked combine and ftrain every 
nerve to undermine the City of God! What^ 
if the enemy with collefted ftrength and in- 
creafed fury come in like a flood! There is a 
banner ready to be lifted up, which has waved 
in triumph over former foe.s, and will again be 
the fignal of defence and vi6lory. The ftonc 
that was cut out without hands may fuftain in-: 
numerable indignities and be expofed to immi¬ 
nent dangers. But it will reflfl every fhock, 
and afluredly break in pieces all who fall upon 
it. That ftone is referved to become a moun¬ 
tain. The Redeemer is enthroned in power 
to attain this very end. The decree is paffed, 
and the zeal of the Lord of holts wUl fulfil 
his prornife. 

5. Every part of this fubje 61 has an imme¬ 
diate refpefl: to the work in which we are now 
engaged. Had the Miflionary Society any 
temporal purfuits in view; did the profpe^ls of 
gain, of policy or ambition, mingle with the 
motives whiefl have aflbeiated us; fome other 
topic would have been chofen this evening, 
and arguments of a different complexion, de-. 
rived from other fources, claimed your atten¬ 
tion. But, what is our work, what our objeft ? 
Is it not to, honour the divine Redeemer— to 

make 
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inake known to the heathen that a Saviour 
reigns—-to extend the kingdom of righteouf- 
nefs, peace and truth to idolatrous favages— 
and change the habitations of ignorance and 
cruelty into enlightened dwellings of purity 
and cotrifort ? This work, like the kingdom to 
which it appertains, is not of this world. It 
partakes of nothing that is cenfurable ^ oppofes 
no intereft but that of hell; and is entitled to 
the prayers and bertedi£lions of all who afcribe 
glory to God, or cherifh good will to men. 

A 61 :ing upon fuch principles, and with the 
anfwer of a good and well informed confcience, 
what inftrufition, in regard to duty, and wh«t 
encouragement to peifeverance, need now be 
added ? Hope for the heathen, the certainty of 
their future converfion, and the obligation up¬ 
on Chriftians to be aftive and zealous in pro¬ 
pagating the gofpel, have, upon a former oc- 
cafion, been urged with fuch ftrength of ar¬ 
gument, and enforced with fo much energy, 
that the impreffion then made muft be indeli¬ 
ble. To prefent the fame objefls again to 
your view, would anfwer no valuable pur- 
pofe. If you believe indeed that Christ 
is all and in allj your hearts have burned 
within you while contemplating the glory 
which fucceeded his fulFerings, and you are 
ready to cry out, “ Let the heavens rejoice, 
F 2 and 
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and let the earth be glad—fay among the hea¬ 
then the Lord reigneth,* 

The mafter whom you ferve is worthy of 
every return that obedience and love can dic¬ 
tate. Your moft painful labours, perfevering 
induftry, and Rrenuous exertions to promote 
his gofpel, are infinitely lefs than is due for his 
diftinguiftiing grace.—The falvation you ftrive 
to promulgate is great and worthy of all ac¬ 
ceptation. It imparts peace and confolation 
here; it enfures perfeftion and glory hereafter. 
The fouls of favages are immortal and precious 
as your own. Their effential interefts the fame, 
—Every fentiment of gratitude to your Re¬ 
deemer and of benevolence to men—the ob¬ 
ligation to communicate to others what has 
been freely beftowed upon you, and the ex- 
prefs command to “ teach all nations,” which 
is ftill unrepealed, confpire to confirm the du¬ 
ty, fix your refolves, and animate you with 
courage in this laudable enterprife. May your 
labours be crowned with fuccefs, and the wil- 
dernefs, under your cultivation, rejoice and 
bloffom as the rofe ! 

The promife annexed to the divine com¬ 
mand fuggefts the moft ample fupport. The 
prefence of the Lord, like the cloud by day 
and pillar of fire by night, will prove a guide, 

protection 

* Pfal. xcvl. 10, II. 
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prote6lion and comfort to his fervants. If he 
be “ alway with them, even unto the end of the 
world,” they may proceed with confidence and 
anticipate profperity. While fome unite their 
counfels, others can boldly go forth in his name. 
The root of Jeffe will ftand for an enfign of 
the people. To it fhall the Gentiles fcek, and 
his reft fhall be glorious.* 

The difpenfations of providence in connec¬ 
tion with the fure word of prophecy, juftly 
raife our expe 61 ;ations, and may be confidered as 
unequivocal tokens of fignal fuccefs.—What¬ 
ever may be the period from which the rife of 
Antichrift is to be dated, it is evident his 
ufurpations and tyranny are drawing to a clofc. 
That wicked power which has fo long refilled 
the progrefs of the gofpel, but which for fome 
time has been gradually confuming, will foon 
be deftroyed by the brightnefs of the Re¬ 
deemer's coming. The laft ftruggles of the 
monfter may be violent, and his expiring ago¬ 
nies protra6led, but he is certainly dying. The 
weftern and eaftern Antichrift, which with their 
combined influence, are perhaps confidered in 
fcripture as one, arofe nearly at the fame time 
and will fall together. 

The vials of wrath now pouring upon thofe 
nations which gave their aid and fupport to the 


* Ifai. xxi. 10. 
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man of fin. The defolations of war, the revo* 
lutions, terrors and convulfions, unrecorded 
before in hiftory, announce the approach of 
fome period, new and iriterefting. The Re¬ 
deemer. is fliaking the nations, and his people 
hope, it is to prepare the way for his coming. 
We prefunle not with confidence to afcertain 
“ the times or the feafons which the Father hath 
put in his own power.’'* But as we know, that, 
xvhen the fig-tree putteth forth leaves, the fum- 
mer is nigh; fo when we fee all thefe things, 
we know that the coming of the fon of man i5 
near, even at the door.t 

Under the frowm of infidelity, and in defi* 
ance of that infernal power which, with accu-* 
mulated firength and fury,' is making havock 
of the churches, the fpirit of the Lord is 
poured out upon them as waters upon the dry 
ground, and they unite with a cordiality and 
come forward with a zeal before unknown. In 
the Indies, in the iflands of the Pacific Ocean, 
and in Africa, the precious name of Jesus is 
now proclaimed by their heralds. Our feeble 
efforts, although late, have not been difowned 
by our Lord. We have fucceeded in ob¬ 
taining one miflionary, and he is now on his 
way to a tribe of favages upon our frontiers. 
The Lord dife 61 : the fieps of his fervant, and 
render this beginning of our labours as “ the 

handful 

** Ads i. 7. f Matt, ijixiv. 30, 32, 33. 
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handful of corn upon the top of the mountain, 
the fruit whereof Ihall fliake like Lebanon 

Take, my brethren, a deliberate view of all 
thefe events. Colle6i: them in a point, and 
feel the encouragement which they are calcu, 
lated to infpire. Whatever may be the imme¬ 
diate confequence of your efforts, it will be ac¬ 
cepted of the Lord, that it was in your hearts 
to build him an houfe. Whatever may be the 
iffue of the individual or joint exertions in this 
good work; it will not be long before the 
morning will break, and with its rifing luftre 
difpel the fhades of night. Another feafon of 
refrefhing is at hand. Another Pentecoft will 
awaken the churches and amaze the world. 
The cruel confli 61 which mufl terminate in 
killing the witneffes, can afford the adverfaiy 
but a fhort triumph. The fpirit of life from 
God will ^gain enter into them. (Rev. xi. 11.) 
Order will fpeedily arife out of confufion, light 
fucceed to darknefs, and the Redeemer take 
to himfelf his great power and reign. His 
breath will fhake the flain multitudes, and na¬ 
tions be born in a day. The Jews are ready 
to hail their own Messiah, and all the ends 

of the earth will fee the falvation of God._ 

Hear the decree which enfures the final fuccefs 
of the gofpel and the glory of the Rede emer : 

He muft reign until he hath put all enemies 

under 


■| Pfrtl. Ixxii. 16. 
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under his feet—then cometh the end when he 
fhall have delivered up the kingdom to God, 
even the Father —that God may be all 
jN ALL.'* Amen, 
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EzERIEL XXXVIII. 3. 

And he said unto we, Son of man, can 

THESE BONES LIVE ? AnD I ANSWERED, O 

Lord God, thou knowest. 

M y dcfign from thefe words is^ to take a 
view of that prophetic vifion, of which 
they are a part, in itfelf and in its applications. 

The Prophet tells us, that being carried out, 
in the Spirit of the Lord, he was fet down 
in the midft of a valley full of bones. Having 
G paffed 
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paffed by them ro»nd-about, and taken a 
particular furvey of them, behold there were 
very many, in the open valley, and lo, they were 
very dry. In thiefe circumjfkances was the que¬ 
ry, in the 'text*^o^fed -l6 him, Son of man 
can thefr bones live ? Inftead of returning 
a direft anfwer to this query, the Prophet re- 
folves the poffibility of thew living into the 
purpofe, and power of God ; 0 Lord God, 
thou knowejt. Upon thi-s he was commanded 
to prophefy upon them, and to fay unto them, 
0 ye dry bonh, hear 'the word df the Lord. 
Thus faith the Lor.d God- unto thefe bones. 
Behold, I will caife breath to enter into you j 
and ye fhaU.dive. And t will lay finews upon 
you, and will bring up flefh upon you, and cover 
you with Jkin, and put breath in ym, and ye 
[hall live; and ye fhall know that J am the 
Lord. 

The Prophet did as he was commanded. 
And what was the confequence ? As I p'O- 
phefed, fays he, there was a noife, and behold 
a fhaking, and the bones came together,. bont to 
his bone. And when I beheld, lo, the Jlnews 
and the flejh came up upon them, and thc'^Jkin 
covered them above. 

As yet, however, they were but dead bodies : 
for he adds, there was no breath in them. 


He 
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He then receives a fecond commiffion. Pro- 
phefy uhto the mind, prophefy, Jon of man, and 
Jay to the wind, Thus faith the Lord God, 
■Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe 
upon thefe Jlain, that they may lite. 

He did fo. I prophefied, fays he, as he 
commanded me, and the breath came into them, 
and they lived, and flood upon their feet, an 
exceeding great army. 

What an aftonilhing fight was this ! A 
great multitude of dry bones, lying difperfed 
in an open valley, firft, put into motion ; then, 
coming together, bone to his bone; the finews 
and the flelli afterwards coming up upon them ; 
and the Ikin covering them above; and, final¬ 
ly, becoming animated, arifing, and {landing 
upon their feet an exceeding great aiTny. 

The primary obje£l, to which this prophetic 
vifion referred, was, the recovery of the Jews 
from their captivity, in Babylon, and their 
reftoration to their own land. This is evident 
from the application, in the eleventh veiTe. 
Son of man, thefe bonnes are the whole houfe of 
Ifrael, 

They had been now feventy years in capti¬ 
vity. Their prefect ciroumftances were very 
unpromifing for a refloration. Like the bones,. 

G « ii> 
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in the valley of vifion, they were difperfed 
over the whole face of the country; and^ like 
dry bones, they were hopelefs, hearclefs, and 
poffeffed of none of the means of their recover 
ry. Therefore, they faid, Our bones art dried, 
and our hope is lojl, we are cut off for our 
part. 

But the time deftined in the divine purpofe, 
and which had been predi6i;ed by the prophets, 
as the period of their captivity, was accom- 
plifhed. The time of their deliverance was 
come. And by this prophetic reprefentation 
God would revive and ftrengthen the faith and 
hope of his people. He would Ihew them 
that though their fituatiOn was hs Unpromifing 
for a refloration, as that a multitude of dry 
bones, difperfed in a Valley, Ihould live; yet, 
it fliould be elfefled : not by might, nor by 
power, hut by my fpirit, faith the Lord. There¬ 
fore prophefy upon thefe dry honey, and fay unto 
them, 0 ye dry hones, hear the word of ih^ 
Lord. 

What is here predi^led, and emblematically 
reprefented to the prophet was realized and 
accomplifhed when, upon the proclamation Of 
Cyrus, who had been prophefied of, by name, 
for this exprefs purpofe, upwards of one hun¬ 
dred and fifty years before, the Jews returned 

to 
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16 their Own land, and rebuilt their city and 
temple. 

. Belides the primary intent of this prophetic 
reprefentation there are feveral other objefts to 
which it may be juftly referred. Permit me 
now to dire6l your attention to thefe. 

I. This vifion may be conhdered as an 
emblematical reprefentation of the recovery oi 
the fmner from a ftate of fpiritual death, to 
fpiritual life and happinefs, by the means of 
grace, and through the effedual operations of 
the Holy Spirit of God. 

However fome may boaft of the dignity and 
powers of human nature ; or, whatever its 
natural, inteileftual, political or moral abilities 
may be ; yet, how to perform fpiritual aftions, 
in a holy and fpi-ri^ual manner, whilft in his 
natural ftate, man findeth not. The powers 
of the foul are not lefs deranged, nor its com¬ 
petency, for fpiritual aftion, lefs deftroyed by 
fin, than thofe of the body are by natural death. 
Univerfal experience confirms the truth of thofe 
feripture declarations ; that every imagination 
of the thoughts of man’s heart is only evil 
continually ; that he is afleep in fecurity, and 
dead in trefpaifes and fins ; that the natural 
man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of 
God, for they are fboliftinefs unto him, neither 

can 
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can he know them becaufe they are fpiritually 
difcerned ; that the carnal mind is enmity 
againft God : for it is not fubjefi; to the law 
of God, neither indeed can be ; and that the 
exertion of the fame Almighty Power which 
created the world, at firft, out of nothing, by 
which Jesus Christ was raifed from the 
dead, and by which our bodies fliall be raifed 
at the laft day, is neceflary to quicken the 
finner to a fpiritual life, and to make him 
alive unto God. 

If there are any of you who have not found 
this to be the cafe,, be affured, you are yet 
ftrangers to your condition. You know not 
the plagues of your owh hearts; yoii are ftran¬ 
gers to the glorious perfe6lions and character 
of God, and to the holinefs, fpirituality, ex¬ 
tent, and power of his law; you are yet with¬ 
out God, without Christ., and without hope 
in the world. ’ 

When, therefore, we preach the gofpel . to 
finnevs, and call upon them to repent, to be 
converted and to believe, we are in precifely 
limilar circumftances with the prophet when 
he prophefied, faying, 0 ye dry bones, hear the 
'word of the Lord. Did our fuccefs depend 
on human probabilities, or the natural ejfhcacy 
of even inftituted means, never, until time 

ftiould 
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ftiould give place tp eternity, would we coa- 
vert one foul. 

But we know that it is the will of Gop the 
gofpei fhouid be preached to eveiy creature; 
and that we fhouid perfuade men by all the 
terror of the Lord, and by aill'the allurements 
of his mercy and grace to be reconciled unto 
him. We know; that by the preaching of the 
■Word, and other gracious inftitiidbns God is, 
from time to lime, adding to'the Church fuch 
as fhall be faved. We know that his power 
has been illuftrioufly difplayed in the conver- 
fioa of thoufands and tens of choufands alrea¬ 
dy; that it is frill equally competent for accom- 
plifhing the defigns of his grace; and that his 
word lhail not return unto him void, but fhall 
accomplifti that which he pleafes, and profper 
in the thing whereto he fends it. And how¬ 
ever unpromifing appearances may be, even 
though finners fhouid increafe unto more un- 
godlinefs under our miniftrations, frill there is 
ground of encouragement. Behold, the Lord’s 
hand is not Jhortened, that it cannot fave: neither 
is his ear heavy, that it cannot hear. Therefore 
■we both labour, and fufer reproach, becaufe we 
truji in the living God who is the Saviour of all 
men, efpecially of thofe that believe, 

11. Another obje61: to which this prophetic 
vifion may be referred is, the recovery of the 

Church 
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Church and people, of; Gop; from a ftate 
deadnefs, degeneracy and deoienfrqn,; to a ftatje 
of livelinefs, vigour^ and fpiritual profperity. 
Happy would it be^ for the children and peo-^ 
pie of God, wore ^frey always progrelfrve in 
tfr^ diyine life ; going from ftreagth 'to ftrcngth, 
r^ching forth ipito dipfe things wbifch are bef 
fore, and prefijing towards the mark for th?: 
prize of the ,high, calling pf God in' CheisjC 
Jesus. What high attainments in grace might 
they not reach I 'What abundant peace, and .coor 
folation might they not etljoy.i Tfrigi.however, 
js not the cafe. Through they influeirce of re-' 
maining corruption, and the numerous' tcmpta'r 
tions to which they are expofed; by negligence 
in duty, and not duly imprpyingjhat-provifibu 
of grace and flrength which is made for them 
in their glorious covenant head, they are liable 
to awTul backflidings and declenfrong,. In thefc 
circumftances, however, God will not leave bb 
children. He has betrothed them unto himfelf 
in faithfulnefs and forever. They fhall not, ei¬ 
ther totally or finally depart from him; nor 
will he turn away from them to do them good. 
He will reclaim them by tender mercies, or the 
rod. Hence the commiflion to the prophet, 
Go and proclaim thefe words towards the norths 
and Jay, Return thou backfdding Ifrael. Turn, 
0 hackjliding children, faith the Lord, for 1 
am married unto you. Hence alfo thofe gra¬ 
cious declarations and promifes, I will not caufe 

mine 
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'mine anger to fall upon you. I will heal their 
backjliding, I will love them freely: for mine 
anger A turned away from him. Though ye have 
lain among the pots, yet Jhall ye be as the wings 
of a dove covered with filver, and her feathers 
with yellow gold. 

'\^’’hat the people of G o d are liable to, indi¬ 
vidually, may, and often doth befal them in a 
colleHive capacity. The Church of God has 
often been confined to a comparatively fmall 
number. Through the abounding of iniquity^ 
the love of the righteous may wax cold. There 
are times when the wife virgins flumber and 
fleep with the foolilli. There are feafons alfo, 
when the powers of earth and hell are fo let 
loofe and combined together againft the Church 
as to threaten its entire dellruftion. 

But to whatever difticulties or dangers the 
caufe and intereft of the Redeemer may be 
expofed in the world, they fhall fucceed. 
Though the earth he removed, aiid though the 
mountains he cani'ied into the midjl of the fea ; 
Though the waters 'thereof roar and he troubled, 
though the mountains fhake with the fwelling 
thereof. God is in the midjl of her : Jhe Jhall 
not he moved: God jhall help her, aud that 
right early. God has founded his Churcli 
upon the Rock of ages, and the gates of hell 
ftiall not prevail againft it. When the enemy 
II Jhall 
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flail come in like a flood, the Spirit of iht Lor ft 
fkall lift up a Jlandard a^ainjl. him. The time, 
yea, the fet time to favour Zion will come. 
God will haften it in his own good time. 
Though it tarry, Wait for it. He will arile : 
his enemies (hall be fcattered; and he will 
have mercy upon Zion. He will appear in 
his glory, and build her up. He will beautify 
her with falvation. He will taufe her to look 
forth as the morning; fair aS the moon, clear 
as the fun, and terrible as an army with ban¬ 
ners. The righteoufnefs thereof fhall go forth 
as brightnefs, and the falvation thereof as a 
lamp that bumeth. 

The Jews were once the peculiar people of 
God. He had cbofen them for himfelf, fi'om 
among all the families of the eaith. He had 
redeemed them from their Egyptian bondage. 
He had borne them as on the wings of an 
eagle, and guarded them as the apple of the 
eye. He had nouriftied and brought them up 
as children. He had diftinguilhed them by 
blelhngs, both temporal and Spiritual, above 
all the nations of the earth. But having been 
always a ftifif-necked and rebellious people ; 
having often provoked the Lord to anger; 
and having, at length, completed the meafure of 
their iniquity by the crucifixion of the Son of 
God, the Prince of life and the Lord of glory, 
and the rejection of his gofpel, God call them 
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off. They were given over to a fpirit of blind- 
nefs, impenitency, and unbelief. Their city 
and temple were deftroyed. They were dif- 
perfed over the face of the whole earth; and 
remain to the prefent day a perfecuted and de- 
fpifed people. 

As, however, the reje6lion of the Jews was 
not total; fo, neither will it be final. God 
will yet remember them with covenant mercy. 
Though it is now near eighteen hundred years 
fince their rejediign and dilperfion, they ftill 
remain a diftin^ people, and feparated fiom 
all others; an inftance the like to which has 
never been knowm in the world; and a ftrong 
prefumptive evidence of God’s fpecial gracious 
purpofes-refpe6ling them. Gop has mercy in 
(lore for them, which ftiall, in due time, be dif* 
played towaids them, in rich abundance. ^ 

This prophetic vifion then may be juftly 
confidered as emblematical, and predi6live of 
their recovery. To me it appears probable, 
from the tenor of feripture prophecy, that they 
will be reffored again to their own land; and 
that, even in a literal fenfe, Jerufalem fhall be- 
come 4 peaceable habitation. 

Be this, however, as it may, certain it is, that 
the time is coming when that vail of ignorance 
and prejudice which has for fo many centurie^ 
11 X' been. 
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been upon their minds, fhall be rent; and 
v/Iien, as a people, they fliall be brought to 
know, and to coiifefs that this Jesus, whom 
wc worfhip, whom they took, and with wicked 
hands crucified and flew, on Mount Calvary, 
Vv’iMiout the gates of Jcrufalem, is, indeed, the 
true and promifed Messiah : that in him. 
there is a full accompliflimcnt of all the pre- 
diclions and promiles refpebling the feed of the 
Tvoman, contained in the Old Teflameqt, and 
that he is the truth and lubflanoe of the whole 
ceremonial law. And if, as the Apolllc argues, 
in the eleventh chapter of his cpiftle to the 
Romans, through their fall falvation came to 
the Gentiles, and the diminution of them be 
tlic riches of the Gentiles ; how much more 
their fulnefs ? For if the cajling away of them he 
the recnncilivg oj the luorld; tvhat JJiall the re¬ 
ceiving of them be, bid life from the dead. 

TIL This prophetic exhibition jufliy admit£ 
of a particular application to the immediate oc- 
cafion oi our prefent meeting. We are engaged 
m an attempt to propagate the gofpel among 
the Indian tribes; upon our frontiers. Realis^e, 
for a moment, their fituation, and the difficul¬ 
ties and difeouragements with which we have 
to contend. You will find them as unfit ma¬ 
terials, for the object contemplated, as the dry 
bones in the valley of vifion to conftitute an 
army of living men, Befides that depravity 

which 


I 
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which is common to human nature; ignorant, 
uncivilized and favage. Roaming abroad in 
queft of their prey like the wild beafts of the 
foreft. And, alas ! that there is reafon to add, 
corrupted, and their prejudices ftrongly excited 
againft Chriftianity, by the Hill greater depra¬ 
vity and wickedneis of a large proportion of 
thofe, from among ourfclves, with whom tliey 
have had intercourfe. 

Can tkefe dry bones live ? Can thefe favages 
of the wildemefs become Chriflians ? How 
fhall their roving minds be fixed ? How fhall 
they be brought to realize and lay to heart 
their mifery and danger ? How fhall they be 
brought to apprehend, and embrace the re¬ 
medy ? 

0 Lord God, thou knowejl. We belie^^ it 
our duty to make the attempt. We belieye, 
and are fully perfuaded that thou art able to 
render it fuccefsful. Whether thou wilt, or 
not, belongs not to us to determine. In the 
name of our God would we fet up our ban¬ 
ners. Confiding in thy purpofes, power, and 
grace, would we profecute this important un¬ 
dertaking. Haft thou not promifed to give 
unto Jesus, thy Son, the heathen for his in¬ 
heritance, and the uttermoft parts of the earth 
for his poffeftion. Haft thou not faid. It is a 
light thing that thou Jhouldejl be my fervant to 
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7‘aife up the tribes of Jacob, and to rejiore the 
prefervcd of Ifrael: I will alfo give thee for a 
light to the Gentiles, that thou mayef be my fal- 
vation unto the end of the earth. 

Nor, my brethren, arc we without confidera- 
ble grounds of encouragement in our prefent 
undertaking. Several concurring eircumftances 
tend to excite our exertions, and to animate 
our hopes. Has not God promifed, The wil- 
dernefs, and the folitary places fhall be glad for 
them : and the defert fhall rejoice, and blojjom as 
the rofe. It fhall blofjom abundantly, and re¬ 
joice even with joy and fnging ; the glory of Le¬ 
banon fiall be given unto it, the excellency oj 
Carmel and Sharon: they fhall fee the glory oj 
the Lord, and the excellency of our God. The 
kings of Tarjhijh and the Ifles fiall bring pre- 
fents ; the kings of Sheba and Seba fall offer 
gifts. Princes fiall come out of Egypt; Ethiopia 
fiall foon Jlrctch cut her hands unto God. 

Thefe promifes are in themfclvcs, a fufficient 
foundation for faith and hope, and for the moll 
vigorous exertions. But the providences of 
God, at prefent, in a particular manner, con¬ 
cur with his promifes, and afford ground to 
hope that their accompliiliment draws nigh. 
Amidft the tumults and confufions of war, a 
miffionary fpirit has been poured cut in the 
European world, efpecialiy in Great-Britain. 

Regardlefs 
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Regardlefs of party names and diftin€lions, the 
friends to the great do 6 lrines of grace have 
united, as with one heart, and formed focieties, 
in various parts, for propagating the gofpel 
among the heathen. Nine and twenty miffion- 
aries, fent out by the fociety in London, in a 
veffel of their own, procured for the purpofe, 
have arrived fafe in the Iflands of the South 
Sea. Six others, namely, two from the Lon¬ 
don, two from the Edinburgh, and tw'O from 
the Glafgow focieties have been fent to Sierra 
Leone, in Africa. Befides thofe which have 
been fent, or are about to be fent to the Eaft 
and Weft Indies, and to other parts. Add to 
this that whilft a general and vigorous exertion 
has been made for evangelizing the heathen, a 
remarkable zeal has difcovered itfelf, and extra¬ 
ordinary meafures have been adopted for pro¬ 
moting the interefts of religion at home; by 
the eftablifhment of fchools, and fending out 
itinerant preachers to thofe parts which were 
deftitute of the gofpel. 

Societies inftituted upon the fame principles, 
and with the fame objefts in view, have been 
formed in America. The fociety, eftabliflied 
in this city, has procured, and fent out one 
miftionary. His deftination is to the Chickafaw 
Indians on the weftern parts of the ftate of 
Georgia. Probably by this time he has nearly 
arrived at the end of his journey. He has gone 

forth 
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forth under the moft promifing aufpices. Chrift 
tian liberality has hitherto furnifhed us with 
pecuniary refources adequate to our exigencies; 
and fhouid the undertaking fucceed, we have 
no reafon to doubt but that we fhall ftill obtain 
a fufficiency to ferve our purpofes. Our great- 
eft prefent want is, at leaft, another miffionary. 
May the Lord put it into the hearts of fome 
to offer themfelves, who ffiall be found quali¬ 
fied for the work, and whofe labours he will 
crown with abundant fuccefs. 

In the IVth and laft place. This prophetic 
vifion may be confidered as a lively emblema¬ 
tical reprefentation of the refurreclion of the 
dead at the laft day. The doftrine of a refur- 
re6iion was denied by the Sadducees, and ridi¬ 
culed by the heathen philofophers. But it has 
always been an objed of .faith and hope to the 
church and people of God. The difficulties 
which ftand in the way of a refurreftion are, 
in the eye of fehfe and reafon, infuperable. 
Hence, though the heathen philofophers had 
fome apprehenfions of the immortality of the 
foul, yet they had no idea of the refurrc6lion 
of the body. Accordingly, when the apoftle 
Paul, in his fpccch at Athens, made mention 
of a refurreftion, fome mocked, others faid, me 
mill hear thee again of this matter. 

Lift up your eyes upon the congregation of 

the 
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the dead. Are they not very many, and very 
dry ? Survey the number of Adam’s family 
who, fince the firft commencement of time, 
have fallen under the ftroke of the King of 
terrors, and become the prey of corruption and 
Worms. What mull be the condition of thofe 
who have now been in this fituacion for hun¬ 
dreds, nay, for thoufands of years ? What is 
become of the conftituent parts of thofe bodies 
which have, fb long fmee, returned to their 
native duff ? Some have been depobted in 
fepulchres, and become incorporated with their 
mother earth. Some have been confumed by 
fire, and their afhes fCattercd by the winds to 
the four corners of the earth. Some have been 
call into the fea, and devoured by the fifhes, 
or funk down into the‘depths of the ocean, 
under the load of mighty waters. And foine 
have become the prey of the fowls of the air, 
and of the beafts of the field. The rich and 
the poor, the honoured and the defpifed, the 
learned and the illiterate, the mafter* and the 
fervant, the tyrant and the flave, the king and 
the beggar, have, long fince, been blended to¬ 
gether in one promifeuous heap. Can thefe 
bones live ? How fhall thefe particles be col- 
ie6led and again formed into thofe bodies of 
which they were once conftituent parts ? 

Reafoning in the line of analogy, the fre¬ 
quent refurre6lions which take phace, both in 
I the 
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the animal and vegetable world, would feem 
to afford fome prefumptive evidence of a re- 
{urre<5lion of the human body. Any conclu- 
lions, however, which could be drawn from 
thefe, would be extremely vague and uncertain. 
Bleffed be G o n we have a more fure founda¬ 
tion on which our faith and hope of this im¬ 
portant article refts. Life and immortality have 
been brought to light by the gofpel. The 
certainty of a refurreftion refts upon two prin¬ 
ciples, namely, the purpofe, and the power of 
God. To thefe two is it referred by our Loan 
in his reply to the Sadducees. Ye do err, 
not knowing Jhe JcriptUfes, nor ' the [power of 
God; the fcriptures, declare that there 

fliall be a refurreQ-ioU;; and Uie power of God, 
which is able to effefl it. 

That God is able to raife the dead cannot 
be queftioned: for what cannot Omnipotence 
do ? He calls thofe things which are not, as 
though they -were. He made all things, at firft, 
out of nothing. He is the former of the 
bodies, and the hither of the fpirits of all flelh. 
If then God made the human body out of the 
dull of the earth, and breathed into it the 
breath of life, fo that man became, a living 
foul; tell me, ye infidels, is he not able to raife 
this body again from the dull of the earth, and 
to rc-eftablifh that union between it and the 
foul which had been deftroyed by death ? 

That 
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That God will raife the dead is evident 
from fcripture teftimony. I fhall reft this on 
the three following paffages. The firft you 
have Job xix. 2 ^ 5 , 26 and 27 . For I know thaf 
my Red EE xi e r liveih, and that he /hall /land at 
the latter day upon the earth. And though, after 
my Jkin, worms dejlroy this body, yet in my jltfi 
/hall I fee God. Whom I Jhall fee for my/dj, 
and mine eyes Jhall behold, and not another, 
though my reins he confumed within me. The 
fecond pafthge you have, Ifaiah xxvi. ig. Thy 
dead men Jhall live, together with my dead body 
Jhall they arife. Awake and Jing, ye that dwell 
in the dujl: for thy dew is as the dew of kerbs, 
and the earth fhall ca/i out the dead. The third 
palTage, to which I referred, is in John v. 28 
and 29 . Marvel not at this: for the hour is 
coming in the which all that are in the grave 
Jhall hear the voice of the Son of God. And 
fiall come forth, they that have done good, unto 
.the refurreBion of life ; and they that have done 
evil, unto the refurredion of damnation. 

Of this refurreftion that which was exhibited 
to the imagination of the Prophet was but a 
finall reprefentation. O the noife and the 
fhaking when atom ftiall come together to his 
atom, and bone to his bone of all who fhall be 
numbered with the filent dead! How vaft the 
multitude, how crowded the throng, when the 
fea fhall give up the dead which are in it, and' 
I 2 death 
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death and hell fhall give up the dead which 
are in them ; and the dead, fmall and great 
fhali {land before Gqd! There, ray brethren^ 
fhall you and I appear, though, probably, long 
before that period arrive, we fhall have gone 
the way of all fleih, and oiir bodies have taken 
up their rehdence in the grave: the houfe ap-> 
pointed for all the living. 

We can only, briefly, hint at the various 
things, which prefent themfclves in the applica¬ 
tion of this fubjecl. It addrelfes itfelf to per- 
Ions of every defcription and charafter; and 
calls for their fpccial improvement. 

Such as are the fubjefits of a new and divine 
life, may learn from hence the obligations 
which they are under to the mercy and^ grace 
of God. Once you were in a flate of fpiritual 
death, hopelcfs and hclplcfs, as the dry bones in 
the vaUey of vifion. When afleep in fecurity, 
and dead in trcfpafles and fins, God awakened 
you, and faid unto you, live. Through the 
cfFcdlual operations of his fpirit and grace, you 
have pafl’ed Irom death unto hfcj and from the 
power of Satan to ferve the living God. Your 
lives arc hid with Christ in God, and you 
are heirs of that eternal life which God, who 
cannot lie, hath promifed to thole that are his. 
You have abundant matter for the exercife of 
iaith and hope, and many powerful excitements 

tQ 
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to the duties of thankfgiving and praife. Goo 
will never leave you, nor forfake you. That 
grace which has been implanted in you diali be 
pcrfefted in glory, and, in due time, you fhall 
receive the end of your faith in the falvation of 
your fouls. Your flefh alfo fhall reft in hope, 
and you may cheerfully relign your bodies to 
death and the grave in the fure and certain 
profpe6l of a glorious refurretlioii to an im¬ 
mortal life, 

2. This fubjeft fpcaks encouragement to 
fuch as are, in any mcafure, awakened to a 
fenfe of their mifeiy and danger, and are in¬ 
quiring what they fhall do to be faved. God 
has caufed this noife and fhaking. It is a token 
for good. This is a precious, and, O remem¬ 
ber, it is a perilous feafon. Take care to irh- 
prove it. Your eternal all is at rifk upon it. 
Refift not the grace which may be exerted to¬ 
wards you. Provoke not the life-giving fpirlt 
of God to depart from you. Haften to the 
Saviour, and to. the arms of mercy which are 
open to receive you; When thou hearejl the 
found of a going in the tops of the mulberry 
trees, then beflir thyfelf: for then /hall the 
Lord go (mt before thee to fmite thine enemies. 
But if this feafon is fufFercd to pafs unim¬ 
proved, the like of it may never return, and 
you may be left to complain. The harve/l is 
peiJi, the fitmmer Is ended, and we arc not faved. 

Work 
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Work out your own falvation, then, with fear and 
trembling. Bor it is God which worketh in you, 
both to will and to do of his good pleafure. Come 
from the four winds, 0 breath, and breathe upon 
thefe fain that they may live. 

3 . What has been faid affords encourage¬ 
ment to diligence in the ufe of thofe means 
which God has inflituted for the converfion 
and falvation of finners. When we confider 
the utterly ruined and helplefs ftate of the 
finner in himfelf, and our infuihciency ta do 
any thing effcflual for his recovery, our hearts 
are ready to fmk under difeouragements, and 
our hands to hang down. And when we con¬ 
fider the many fruitlefs attempts which Rkve 
been made, we are ready to defpond, and to 
defift from any farther endeavours. But when 
we realize that God who has appointed thefe 
means both can, and will render them effeftual 
for accomplilhing the deligns of his grace we 
take hope, and are encouraged to renew our 
exertions. It becomes not us to cavil; but 
Avith the Prophet to obey. He knew not whe¬ 
ther the dry bones, to which he was command¬ 
ed to prophefy, fhould live or not. This he 
knew depended entirely upon the purpofe and 
power of God;. But, in obedience to the di¬ 
vine command, he prophefied upon them, and 
called upon them to hear the word of the 
Lord. And as he prophefied, behold, there 


was 
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Was a noife and a fliaking; and as he prophefied 
they lived and. ftood up. God has bound us 
to the ufe of the means; and, bleffed be his 
name, he will put an honour on his own inlli- 
tutions. What was the meffage which the Pro¬ 
phet was to deliver to thefe dry bones ? It was. 
Behold, I will caufe breath to enter into you, and 
ye fiall live. Let us never defpair then, nor be 
difcouraged in the ufe of the means whilft God 
is mighty to fave. 

Suffer me then, in the 4th place, in con¬ 
fidence of the power and grace of God, to 
render what may be faid effe^ual, to call upon 
every finner in this affembly to hear and obey 
the gofpel meffage. Awake,' thou that JleeprJl, 
and arifefrom the dead, and Christ JJiall give 
thee light. Whai.meaneft thou, O Jleeper, arije^ 
call upon thy God, if fo be that God will think 
upon thee that thou peri/h not. Repent, and 
be convei'ted that your fins nay be blotted out. 
Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, and them 
fhalt be faved. Make you a new heart, and a 
new fpirit, for why will ye die. Let no diffi¬ 
culties nor difcouragements deter you from 
making the attempt, and perfifting in your ex¬ 
ertions until you fucceed. Unlefs you fucceed 
you are undone for ever. He who called La¬ 
zarus from the tomb, can equally call you from 
the death of fin to a life of holinefs. Behold! 
the grace of the Redeemer is infinite, and 
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it is freely tendered unto you. Behold 1 all the 
horrors of eternal death, on the one hand, to 
alarm and drive ;, and all the glory and joys 
of heav’en, on the other, to allure and draxv 
you. Up then, and be doing. Who knows 
what, merer aod grace may be in ftore for you. 
h there no balm in Gilead P Is there no phy- 
fician there ? Yes ; there is a Phyfreian, who 
is. perfcQily acquainted with ev^ery cafe ; and a 
Balm that is a fovereign remedy .for evdry difr 
cafe. Why then is not the health oj the daughter 
of my people rejboredS ilt is. not owing ito any 
want of power or grace, in the glorious R e¬ 
deemer,- that any pine away, and die with 
their trefpaffes and their fins, upon them. As 
I. hve, faith the Lo r d G a d ^ 1 haioe no plea.- 
fure in the death of the wicked, diet that the wicked 
Jtirn from his may and live. But it is owing to 
their own pei'vcrfcncfs and wilful obftinacy. 
They hold fall their iniquities and will not let 
them go. And ye will not come to me that ye 
might have Ife,. Perhaps the poor favage of 
the wildernefs may welcome thofe meffages of 
grace w’hich you reje6l and defpife. Perhaps, 
alarming and diftreffing thought! perhaps, the 
diflinguifhing blcffings and privileges of the 
gofpel may be taken away from thofe who fo 
greatly undervalue, and mifimprove them, and 
given to a nation bringing forth the fruits 
thereof. 


In 
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In the 5th and lafl; place. I would improve 
what has been faid by exhorting all to the moft 
vigorous exertions in promoting the caufe and 
intereft of the Redeemer in the world. It is 
a glorious caufe, and fliall finally prevail and 
triumph over ail oppofition. Moft of you may 
contribute to its promotion in various ways : 
by your inftruftioivs, by your advice, by your 
contributions, and by your example. But there 
is one moft effeflual way in which all may con¬ 
tribute : I mean, by their prayers. Let all then 
be excited to frequency, fervency and impor¬ 
tunity in this duty. Ye that fear the Lord, 
give him no reft until he eftablifti Jerufalem, 
and make her a name and a praife in the earth. 
Our Lord fpake the parable of the unjuft 
judge and the importunate widow to teach us 
that we ought always to pray, and not to faint. 
The effcBual fervent prayer of a righteous man^ 
Gvailelh much. God has promifed to do mar¬ 
vellous things in righteoufnefs for his Church 
and people: But he has declared, I will yet be 
inquired of, by the houfe of Ifrael to do it for 
them. Were there many ftirred up to wreftie 
with God in prayer, in behalf of his Church, 
there would be ground to hope that the fet 
time to favour Zion was come, and our eyes 
might yet fee glorious days of the Son of man. 

A .M E N . 
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At a Meeting of the New-York Missionary 
Society, April 26, 1799 , 

Resolved unanimously, 

THAT the Rev. Dr. Rodgers he re- 
quefted to furnifti a copy of the charge, which 
he delivered to Mr. Bullen on the evening 
of his defignation to the office of miffionaty, 
that it may be publiffied;—and that the gene¬ 
ral inftruftions to miffionaries, drawn up by 
the board of direftors, be alfo publiffied, to¬ 
gether with fuch ftatements of the funds an^ 
proceedings of the fociety as may be judged 
proper by the direffors, who are hereby re- 
quefted to fuperintend the publication of one 
thoufand copies of the fermons, charge, and 
inftrudions, in fuch manner as they ffiall think 
moll convenient. 

ExtraB from the Mmutes of the Societjy 
SAMUEL MILLER, ClcrL 
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CHARGE 

TO THfe 

Rev. Mr. JOSEPH BULLEN, 
FIRST MISSIONARY to the INDIANS, 

FROM THE 

NEW-rORK MISSION^RT SOCIETT, 

For propagating the Gospel among the HeatheN) 
Delivered by Appointment of the Society, 

JN THE 

NEW DUTCH CHURCH, March aift, 1799, 

By JOHN RODGERS, D. D. 

Senior Minister of the United Presbyterian Churches in 
the City of New-York, and Prefident of faid Society. 


Reverend and dear brother, 


T he charaQier in which you fland before 
this affembly is highly important, and pe¬ 
culiarly interefting, to all who regard the fouls 
of men, and the profperity of the Redeemer s 
kingdom.—You ftand here as the firft meffen- 
ger employed by the New-York Miffionary 
Society, to carry the glad tidings of falvation to 
the heathen on our borders, who are perijliing 
for lack 0 knoxoledge. 

K 3 
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You have the honour to be the firft in en¬ 
tering upon thofe labours which the liberality 
of our Chriftian brethren has enabled us to 
commence, and to which we hope others, pro¬ 
vided by the great Lord of the harveft, will 
foon follow you, Every pious heart within 
thefe walls feels a tender intereft in your un¬ 
dertaking, and beats high with anxious hope 
for the refult of your million ! 

You are entering upon a new and untried 
fcene of labour. Though you have been for 
fome years clothed with the honourable cha- 
ra6ler of an arnbalTador of Chrift, you cannot 
but be fenfible, that the field of niinifterial ex¬ 
ertion to which .you ^re haftening, is widely 
different frQm ffiat'fo wmch ybu Have b'een hi¬ 
therto accLiftomed. You are going to a region 
which the joyful found of the gofpel has never 
yet reached—to a howling wildernefs, where 
the arts of civilized life are almoft unknown— 
to a people cO^'ered with the gloom of igno- 
rante, fuperflition and barbarifm. You are 
about to. take upon yourfelf the mighty tafk^of 
proclaiming the good news of falvation through 
a crucified Saviour, to thofe wdio never heard 
of his name, and of carrying the light of the 
Sun of Righteoufnefs to thofe who are fitting 
in the region and ftiadow of death. Who can 
tell the confequences of this foiemn undertak- 
ing! Who can calculate how deeply the glory 

of 
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of God—the intereft of the Redeemer's king¬ 
dom—and the falvation of millions yet unbom, 
may be involved in this million ! 

Permit mC) therefore, my dear brother, be¬ 
fore w'e bid you adieu, permit me with all 
plainnefs and afFe€fion, in the name of the fo- 
ciety to which you are engaged, to offer you a 
few words of parting counfel, and to commend 
j'ou by prayer to the great Head of the Church. 

And in the firft place, Let me entreat you to 
maintain an holy jealoufy, and an unremitted 
watchfulnefs over' your own heart. This is of 
the utmoft importance, whether you regard 
your comfort or your ufefulnefs; Irkfome in¬ 
deed will the labours of the wildornefs be, un- 
lefs you have grace in livjely exercife—unlefs 
you are habitually animated by Ardent love to 
Chrifl, and by:a tender concern for precious 
and immortal fouls. Nor can it be reafonably 
expelled, that the duties of ypur tnifhon will be 
difcharged with fuch diligence' and zeal, as to 
promife much fuccefs, unlefs you are careful to 
keep alive in your own bread, a deep fenfe of 
the importance of the trufl committed to you; 
and unlefs an holy ambition to advance your 
Mafler’s kingdom, fire your bofom, and daily 
ftir up the energies of your foul. And here, let 
me remind you, dear Sir, that the circumflance 
gf your being far removed from your brethren 

in 
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in the miniftry, and from the Chriftian fociety 
which you have hitherto enjoyed, will render 
peculiar attention to this point neceflary. You 
have been accuftomed to the animating conver- 
fation, and the confoling intercourfe, of Chrif¬ 
tian friends : But in the diftant region to which 
you are going, you will be in a great meafure 
cut off from thefe fources of improvement and 
confolation. The moft you can expe61: from 
the objefts of your miflion, will be the kind- 
nefs of favage barbarifm, and occafional mini- 
ftrations to the wants of your body; you can 
expeO; to find no fpiritual helpers among therrf 
—no gracious hearts that will anfwer to your 
own, as ' face anjwereth to face in a glafs. In 
this fituation it will be your intereft and your 
duty to be ttiore than ordinarily engaged in 
communing with God, and with your own 
heart—See that proper motives animate all 
your exertions, and dfre€f all your labours 
—Guard equally againft that felfilh ambition 
which may lead you aftray, and that criminal 
floth which will tempt you to frirink from the 
toils of your important embaffy. Make it your 
daily ftudy to live near to God, and to endure 
as feeing him ‘who is invifible. Watch and pray 
that you enter not into temptation. Seek after a 
continual increafe of that precious faith which 
raifes the foul more and more ^bove the vani¬ 
ties and the difficulties of this world—Study to 
grow in that holy love which hopeth all things, 

believdh 
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helicveth all things, and endltreth all things. 
Grow in grace, and in the knowledge oj your 
Lord and Saviour JeJus Chrijl. Thus may you 
expeO: to perform your arduous labours with 
comfort to yourfelf, and with ufefulnefs to the 
fouls of men. 

In tne fecond place, While you exercife a 
folicitous care over your own heart, ftudy to 
deliv'er to the poor heathen the plain, genuine 
and unadorned gofpel of Chrift. We charge 
you before God, that you know nothing among 
them, Jave Jefiis Chrijl, and him crucijicd. Ne¬ 
ver fuller yourfelf to fubftitute human devices 
for the fimplicity of evangelical truth. Believe 
it, my brother, if ever j ou fucceed in convert¬ 
ing tlie heathen from fm to holinefs, and from 
Satan to the living God, it muft be by the 
pure gojpel of the Saviour. This is the (harp 
two-edged fword^ which pierceth even to the di¬ 
viding ajundcr of foul and fpirit, and tf the 
joints and marrow; and which difeerneth the 
thoughts and intents of the heart. This is the 
weapon which is mighty thnmgh God to the pul¬ 
ling down of firong holds, and which hringetk 
every thought into captivity to the obedience of 
Chrifi. Diligently endeavour, then, in your 
public preaching, and in your private confe¬ 
rences, to imprefs upon their rude minds, that 
all have Jinried and come fiiort of the glory of 
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can be jujlijied—that Jinners are jujiijied, freely 
by God’s grace, through the redemption that is in 
Chriji Jefus —and that his blood ckanfeth from 
all fin. Do not wafte your time in doting 
about queflions and jlrifes of words; or in dif- 
cuffing the fubtilties of polemic divinity. Do 
not imagine that you will be able to remove 
all the objections which the carnal mind may 
make - to evangelical truth ; and therefoi'e do 
not dwell on thefe, but rather imitate the con-* 
duct of the apoftles, who infill much on the 
lall and depravity of man; oil the incarnation, 
the humiliation, the atonement, and the glory 
of Jefus Chrift. Endeavour often to give lim- 
pie and afFecling recitals of his love, his fuf* 
ferings, his death, his refurreCtion and his af* 
cenfion to glory ; and the obligations we are 
under to the unfearchable riclies of his grace. 
—Take every opportunity of impreffing thefe 
truths on their minds ; deliver them with plain- 
nefs, with pungency and with affeCtion— not in 
the enticing zuords of mans zoifdom, but in de- 
monfiration of the fpirit and of pozjocr. —And for 
this pui-pofe, let the fcriptures of truth be your 
daily ftudy, and the great ftandard of your 
preaching. This facred volume contains at 
once your commiffion and your inftruClions— 
Keeping clofe to this, as the rule of your mini- 
flry, and living near to the Lord Jefus, as the 
Captain of your falvation, you may fafely trull 
him for the fruits of all your labours. 


Once 
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Once more, Let your example among the 
heathen correfpond with your preaching—let 
your converfation be a living comment on the 
pure gofpel, which you recommend to them— 
teftify to them every day, that the religion 
which you preach has its proper ellFefi; on your 
own heart and life—and that you are by grace 
yourfelf what you would perfuade them to be. 
If they fee you violating thofe precepts of up- 
irightnefs, temperance, purity and univerfal ho- 
linefs, which you will of courfe deliver to them, 
it will difgrace your charafter and deftroy your 
ufcfulnefs. An immoral minifter of the gofpel 
is every where an odious and a mifchievous 
chara6ler; but an immoral mijfionary, an un¬ 
holy meffenger of falvation to the benighted 
heathen, is peculiarly odious, and is likely to 
be an hundred fold more mifchievous ; For 
while the uncultivated favage is oftentimes 
fhrewd and difcerning, and is foon fhocked 
with the inconfiftency of fuch a chara6fer, he 
is deprived of thofe advantages, which, if en¬ 
joyed, might take away in fome meafure the 
force of fuch fatal example—and thus he is left 
to all its deftruftive influence—and is hereby 
tempted to loathe and fhun a religion which 
has fuch profelfors. Be careful, then, to walk 
worthy of your high calling, in all lowKnefs and 
meeknefs-—letting your light Jo Jhint before the 
heathen, that they may fee your good works, and 
glorify your Father who is in heaven. 

L 


And 
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And here I would, in an efpecial manner, 
enjoin it upon you, to exhibit to the favage 
tribes among whom you may labour, upon all 
occalions, that frank, open and dilintereftcd 
character, that is always impreffive, even on 
the minds of barbarians. Never give them 
caufe to fufpeft you of mercenary motives, or 
of hidden and difingenlious defigns. All expe¬ 
rience proves that the moment any thing of this 
kind is difcovered, your influence will be at an 
end. Let your diligence, your zeal, your felf- 
denial and mortification to the world, convince 
them, that you feek not theirs, but them-t^ 
that the governing end of all your labours is 
to promote their temporal and eternal happi- 
nefs. Accommodate yourfelf, as far as the 
purity of the gofpel will admit, to their cuf- 
toms and their prejudices—and let your apof- 
tolic zeal be tempered with that apoftolic pru¬ 
dence, which became all things to all men, that 
he might gain fome. Be wife as a ferpent and 
har 7 nlefs as a dove. 

In a word, ray dear brother, you have every 
reafon to expe6l that you will meet with many 
trials, and even formidable difficulties. You 
will have to contend with the perils of the wil- 
dernefs, and with the numerous inconveniencies 
of barbarous life. You will have to encounter 
the obflacles arifing from the ferocious temper, 
the roving difpofition; the fuperftitious preju¬ 
dices. 
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dices, and the profound ignorancfe of the hea¬ 
then tribes, to which you are going. In ad¬ 
dition to the numerous difcouragements which 
ordinarily befet the ambalTador of Chrift, you 
will have many peculiar to your fituation as a 
miffionary among the heathen. Thefe are con- 
fiderations which, were there nothing to counter¬ 
balance them, would appal the ftouteft heart. 

Bid let none of thefe things move you. Re¬ 
member the divine commiffion, Go ye into all 
the world and preach the gofpel to every creature. 
And remember the gracious promife with which 
it was accompanied—“ Lo I am with you alway 
even unto the end of the woi'ld.” Go in the 
name and in the flrength, therefore, of the 
mighty God of Jacob 1 Endure hardnefs as 
a good foldier of Jefus Chriji. Count not even 
your life dear unto you, that you may finijh your 
courfe with joy, and fuccefsfully accompliffi the 
great ends of the miniftry you have received 
from the Lord Jefus. Happy and honour¬ 
ed indeed will you be, if God ffiould make 
you an inftrument of haftening on the glori¬ 
ous period, when the defert /hall rejoice and 
hlo//om as the rofe—when thofe who are afar 
off /hall be brought nigh by the blood of Chri/l 
—when the heathen fiall be given to him for 
an inheritance, and the utiermo/i parts of the 
earth for a poffe/fion —and when aU the ends of 
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the earth piall fee the falvation of our God. Gq 
in peace! May you have grace to be faithful 
unto death! and when the chief Shepherd Jhali 
appear., may you receive a crown of ^lory that 
Jadeth not away ! 

AMEN. 



INSTRUCTIONS 


FROM the 


DIRECTORS 

or THE 

NEW-YORK MISSIONARY SOCIETY, 


TO THEIR 

Missionaries among the Indians. 


I N this early ftage of the miffion, very particular 
inftru^lions cannot be expected. You will be 
furniihed with them from time to time, according 
to the circumftances which arife *, and fomething 
muft ever be left to your own prudence. There 
are, however, certain inftrudtions which will apply 
at all times and in all circumftances, and by which 
you are, invariably, to guide yourfelves. Thefe 
refpe(Si: chiefly, I. Your perfonal religion. II. The 
matter and manner of your teaching. III. Your 
outward deportment. IV. The formation of re¬ 
ligious aflemblies, and the adminiftration of ordi¬ 
nances. V. The eftablifhment of fchools for chih 
dren. VI. Obfervations on the language and cuftoms 
of the Indians •, and on the profpedls of making 
fettlements, and extending the gofpel among them. 

I. Tour perfonal religion. No words can exprels 
the importance of this, and urge it with fuflicient 
warmth. Your comfort and fuccefs in your work 
depend upon it. Without it, the fineft genius, 

the 
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the higheft literary acquirements and the greateft 
eloquence will be unavailing. By this we mean 
not only that your hope of an intereft in the Saviour 
be well founded, but that you conftantly ftrive to 
maintain the power of religion in your hearts ; that 
you live near to God ; giving yourfelves much to 
folemn meditation and prayer. As you need in 
your difficult and perilous lituation, uncommon love 
to God, zeal for his glory, and communications of 
divine wifdom and flrength, fo you Ihould habitual¬ 
ly feek thefe, in the full affurance of faith that 
they will be afforded. Though what is called 
oRentation in religion is to be avoided as vile, yet 
endeavour to live in fuch a manner as that thofe 
vvho obferve you may believe you to be holy men, 
denied to yourfelves, crucified to this world, and 
whofc converfation is in heaven. 

II. 'The matter and manner of your teaching. As 
to the matter^ let it be the great and peculiar doc¬ 
trines of divine revelation ; fuch as the fin and 
mifery of man by the fall j the eternal counfel of 
God, revealed in time, to fave finners by the fub- 
ftitution of his own Son ; the incarnation, obedi¬ 
ence, fufferings and death of the Son of God, in 
the room of finners ; his refurreftion, afeenfion, 
intcrceffion in heaven, and the final judgment ; the 
application of the redemption of Chrift by the 
Holy Spirit, and the abfolute neceffity of his agen¬ 
cy to change the hearts of men, and bring them 
to holinefs and happinefs. The confeffion of faith 
contained in the conftitution of the Society, is to 
be the confeffion of your faith, and your teaching 
is to be conformable thereto. We believe that thefe 
doclrines are appointed by God, and found in ex¬ 
perience to be the only and effedtual means of fa- 

vingly 
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vingly impreffing the minds of men, reforming 
their lives, and turning them to holinefs. 

We warn, yea, we charge you, our beloved 
brethren, again/! fetting up your own wifdom ; 
againll preaching natural religion diftinft from re¬ 
vealed ; again/! founding moral conduc! on any 
other principle than the grace of God. We enjoin 
you to declare, as your hearers are prepared to re¬ 
ceive it, the whcle caimfel cf God; and to remember 
in all your miniftrations, that Chr^} crucified is uiitu 
them which are called^ the power of God, and the 
wifdom of God. We would enforce what we fay 
on this particular by quoting part of the inftrmStions 
given to the Miffionaries to the Iflands of the South- 
Sea.* “ The bible, and the experience of the, 
mo/! fucce/sful miffions, a/Ture us, that the great 
doflrine of the Atonement muft be the chief cor¬ 
ner hone. The glory and the humiliation of Jefus, 
and every thing relative to the deliverance from iin 
and death by him muf! make the ground-work, 
A limple recital of his love, the dellgn of his in¬ 
carnation, death, and refurre£!ion •, thefe mu/! be 
the points, chiefly, repeatedly dwelt upon. The 
obligations of love and duty which we owe him, 
naturally conned themfelves with thefe views j to¬ 
gether with promifes of his grace, through the 
agency of his own fpirit, to enable us to follow him 
in the regeneration. Affed not fubtilties and deep 
points of controverfy, either among yourfelves or 
with the natives. Wave as much as poflible what 
■would lead to que/lions, rather than godly edifying. 

Attempt 

* Counfels and inflruftions for the regulation of the 
Million, by the Biredors of the London MiiTionary So¬ 
ciety, 
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Attempt not by arguments on the reafonablenefs, 
or evidences of the Chriftian religion, to difpiay 
your own wifdom ; or fuppofe you can anfwer and 
filence all their objections. Adhere to the hm- 
plicity which is in Chrift, trufting to the power of 
the Holy Ghoft to take the things of Chrift, and 
fliew them to their confciences with divine convic¬ 
tion and effectual energy.” 

As to the manner of your teaching, let it be fuch 
as is bell adapted to the comprehenfion of your 
hearers. It mull needs be, when to the untutored 
Indian, and when by an interpreter, very plain, in 
Ihort fentences, and frequently interrupted j par¬ 
taking more of the nature of converfation, than of 
formal and continued difcourfe. This will demand 
of you much condefcenfion, patience, and forbear¬ 
ance. You murt become children to adapt your- 
fdves to childilh uridefftandings, and patience mull 
have her perfeCl work, in bearing with ignorance, 
petulance, and flownefs of apprehenlion. Do not 
defpond when you fee no immediate fruits of your 
labours, but wait in humble dependence on the 
Spirit of God to give efficacy to his word. As the 
reading of written difeourfes will not be neceffary, 
fo we would advife againft it. Great attention will 
be required in Ending proper interpreters, and it 
will be delirable, if practicable, that only thofe be 
employed who are converts to the Chriftian faith. 
You will take pains to acquire as foon and as much 
as you can, a knowledge of the Indian language, that 
fo you may not be fubjeCled to the inconvenience, 
and, perhaps to the unlkilfulnefs or unfaithfulnefs 
of interpreters. 
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III. Your outnvard deportment. This is a matter 
to which we wifli you carefully to attend. You 
muft be grave, fober, honeft, chafte, meek, and 
faithful to your word. The Indians are grave in 
tranfafling all their bullnefs, and they expefl the 
fame in others. They neither admire nor truft a 
light and trifling chara<fter. They are faid to pay 
a ftrifl regard to truth. Be not you hafty in de¬ 
claring your intentions, and in making promifes; 
but when made, let them be faithfully and punc¬ 
tually fulfilled. They exhibit on many occafions 
acutenefs and fagacity. They difcern deviations 
from that natural law which is written in their 
hearts, and, if they find you defeflive, it will de- 
flroy their confidence, and prejudice them againft 
the gofpel. The ftrifteft attention to thefe things 
is the more neceflvrry, on account of the intercourfe 
which has fubfifted between the nations of Indians 
and florae white people, in which the latter have 
grofsly deceived and cheated the former, committed 
crimes not even named among the heathen, and 
brought an unjuft reproach upon the Chriftian pro- 
fefllon. If you can make the Indians Iknfible of 
the difference between nominal and real Chriftians, 
and the impropriety of judging of Chriftianity by 
the conduct of fome who never felt its influence, 
who violate all its precepts, and who are caft out 
by real Chriftians as unworthy of communion, a 
great point would be gained. 

We farther inftru<ft you to abftain from all traffic, 
all buying and felling of lands, all political dif- 
cuflions, and in one word, from every thing which 
might excite a fufpicion that your errand is for any 
other purpofe, or that you have any other object 
in view, than, fingly, their fpiritual and eternal 
M welfare. 
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welfare. It is of the utmoft importance that you 
adhere to this line of conduct, and thus imprefs 
the Indians with a conviction of your love to them 
"being great, and not influenced by felfifh confidera- 
tions. Impofed upon in times paft, and awakened 
by the novelty of your miflion, they will pry into 
your motives, and diligently mark your actions. 
Put no Jiumbling-blocky or an occnfton to fall in their 
nvay. 

By denying yourfelves to flrong liquors, you may 
fave yourfelves both trouble and blame. It is well 
known how fond the Indians are of rum, and how 
pernicious it i§ to them. Should they fee you in¬ 
dulge in the ufe, it will whet their deiires, and 
they will plead your example. 

The Mifllonaries of the United Brethren, ufually 
called Moravians, have never been in the practice 
of making prefents to the Indians to gain their fa¬ 
vor and protection ; nor are they to be encourag¬ 
ed to expeCt any from you. Befide that prefents 
would open the door for an .expence which the 
funds of the Society will not admit, we had rather 
you fliould.galn their favor by more fubflantial aCts 
of kindnefs ; and teach them that they owe dif- 
intereftednefs for your own, in foregoing every 
earthly advantage and comfort to bring them the 
unfearchable riches of Chrtfl. The Society will make 
every exertion In their power to promote their 
knowledge of, and attention to agriculture and the 
arts of civilized life *, .but nothing is to be expeCl- 
ed for gewgaws and tinfel ornaments. 

On whatever regards your external accommodation, 
we can only fay, that it may be nccefiary to con¬ 
form 
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form to the habits of living among the Indians, fo 
far as is lawful and decent ; and, efpccially, that 
you fubmit to the coarfeft hire and the hardeft 
lodging without diffatisfadlion and complaint. To 
expeft the conveniences of civilized life, would be¬ 
tray a want of the miflionary fpirit. The great 
Apoftlc of the Gentiles knew, both to he full and 
to be hungry'^ both to abound and to fuffer need; and 
his divine Mailer, the Lord and Saviour of us all, 
when he dwelt upon this earth, had not ‘ivhcre to 
lay his head. 

Another thing of great moment in your condu^l 
may be mentioned here, which is, that you fhun 
diireniions among yourfelves. While you are care¬ 
ful not to fpeak of the diviiions which fo ihame- 
fully prevail in the Chriilian world, you iliould 
exhibit in your own fociety true love and concord. 
Neyer differ about particul ar mo des and ceremonies 
of worihip, or things not effential •, coiuidcring 
that your work is to win men to Chrift, and not 
to make profelytes to any feci or denomination 
whatever. In cafe of your meeting with Miilion- 
aries from other denominations, and of a different 
faith, you are to fliun public difputation with them, 
and to purfue, with mildnefs, firmnefs, and fteadi- 
riefs', your own fyftem. The MilTionaries of the 
United Brethren, particularly, are entitled to your 
efteem and confidence, the Lord having honored 
them in their long and indefatigable labours* We 
think that a mutual confidence and conx.fpondence 
might fubfifl i arid that, wdthout interfering, you 
fliould provoke each other unto love^ and to good 
•worJiS. We cannot better advife you on the fubjeiSl 
of union than in the words of the excellent charge 
M 2. addreffed 
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addrefled to the Miffionaries already mentioned.'* 
“ Let me advife you not only to guard againft 
falling out by the way, (which God prevent !) and 
to love one another out of a pure heart fervently, 
but even let the poor ignorant natives take knonvlcdge 
of you, that you do fo love one another, and that 
with the love of benevolence you are afFedlionately 
attached to them. Let them be conftrained to fay, 
* Behold how thefe new-comers love one another !’ 
And again, in the words of the Inftru^lions -, “ Bear 
and forbear : holding the unity of the fpirit in the 
bond of peace. Satan’s chief device will be to 
divide you. Form no parties, nor cabals; ever 
remember the words of the Lord ; He is the great- 
eft in his kingdom, who is the fervant of all. Wc 
requeft it folemnly, we adjure you in the Great 
Mafter’s name, hoiye one another out of a pure heart 
fervently. Your examples muft preach as powerful¬ 
ly as your words'. But if eve'r bitter envyings and 
ftrlfe arife, you will put an effectual bar to your 
own ufefulncfs, and defeat the great purpofe of your 
miffion. Let all your zeal, therefore, be referved 
for your work, and let no felfifli paflions mingle 
with it, to corrupt the fimplicity which is in 
Chrift.” 

IV. The formation of religious affemhlies^ and the 
ndmini/lration of ordinances. It will be proper to 
have fixed places in the villages or moft populous 
diftrifts where to aiTemblc, wdth the Indians who 
may attend, on the Lord’s day, and occaftonally on 
other days, for public worftiip •, and when circum- 
ftances admit, to conftitute regular congregations. 

This 

* The Charge was delivered by Dr. Edward Wil¬ 
liams, MiniHer at Rotherham, Yorklhire. 
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This fhould not, however, prevent the itinerating 
from place to place, where accefs can be had for 
preaching the gofpel. 

As foon as a few Indians are brought to embrace 
the faith, are inftrufted in the great truths of reli¬ 
gion, and give good hope of ftedfaftnefs in their 
profeffion, they are to be publicly initiated the 
church by baptifm, and afterwards their children. 
As foon alfo, as it appears to be for edification, the 
holy fupper of our Lord is to be adminiftered to all 
the baptized adults. We enjoin, at the fame time, 
that none be admitted to thefe feals of the cove¬ 
nant, without frequent converfation, and fufficient 
fpace for trial. A hafty admifiion is injurious to 
the perfons themfelvcs, and they may, by their 
apoftacy, deeply wound the caufe of Chrift. 

When Indian women feek inftru^lion in private, 
let one of the women of the miffion be their teach¬ 
er ', or, let the converfation be held in the prefence 
of their hufband?, fathers, or others, fo as to avoid 
temptation, and the fmalleft caufe of fufpicion • to 
the Indians. We enjoin the utmoft circumfpeclion 
in this matter. 

Happy confequences will enfue from teaching 
the Indians the ufefulnefs and facrednefs of the 
Lord’s day, from teaching diem the nature and du¬ 
ties of the married Rate, and, as frequently as pofii- 
ble, folemnizing it with exhortation and prayer. 

As the finging of pfalms is a necefiary and agree¬ 
able part of divine worfhip, we recommend that it 
be introduced as foon as convenient. It will be 
acceptable to the Indians, and as fuch you fiioukl 

pradlice 
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practice it in youf private and public devotion, and" 
teach it to them. The tunes which are adopted 
fliould be of the fimpleft, eaheft, and graved kind. 

Some of the Indians who give reafonable evi¬ 
dence of their converfion, and are otherwife the bed 
qualified, may be profitably employed as interpret¬ 
ers, inftru^tors, or exhorters. Their knowledge of 
the language, difpofitions and manners of their bre¬ 
thren, will give them a powerful advantage, and 
they will be an unfpeakable fecurity, fupport and 
comfort to you. 

V. The ejlablijhment cf fchools for children. This 
will require your early and unintermitted attention. 
By inftrudfing children, or rather youths in the En- 
glifh language, the way will be prepared for preach¬ 
ing the gofpel hereafter with fuccefs, and there 
will be an opportunityTT n^TlIihg'Immd "principles, 
and gradually gaining them over to civilization and 
religion. Were no other prefent advantage to ofler 
than this, the next generation might fee the moft 
extenfive and beneficial effefls. Wherever a fchool 
or fchools can be eftabliflied, it will be the duty of 
the perfons employed to teach, diligently to attend 
to this bufinefs; and while the children are taught 
the moft common branches of learning, to teach 
them the principles of the Chriftian religion, and tot 
lead them, morning and evening, in prayer and 
Tinging praifes to God. 

VI. Ohfervations on the language and cifloms of the 
Indians ; and on the profpeEls of snaking fettlementSy 
and extending the gofpel among them. Every thing- 
which relates to the Indians, is an object not on¬ 
ly of curiofity, but of real utility. By their lan¬ 
guage 
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^uage and cuiloms we are moft likely to arrive at 
their origin. A vocabulary of Englilli words, pre¬ 
pared and already fent out by a Gentleman engaged 
in inquiries of this kind, will be put into your 
hands, and you are dellred to mark the Indian 
names for thefe things, that fo the number of lan¬ 
guages and the different dialects may be afeertained. 
The Directors will make inquiry as to the affiftance 
which is to be expedted from the tranflations which 
have been made into fome Indian languages of parts 
of the holy fcripturcs, and, if found ferviceable, 
means wdll be taken to fupply you 'with them. 

^On the fubject of obtaining land, and forming a 
fcttlement among them, you are to be extremely 
cautious, as they difeover jealoufy and oppofition. 
We advife that you do not folicit it, but wait for the 
propofal to come from them ; and that you flrow 
thenajihat you ate n ot a^^j^patc^d bv ambition or ava¬ 
rice, and dclire no farther footing or property among 
them than is neceffary in order to your fei'ving them 
in their moft valuable interefts. In this delicate affair, 
and one which may be attended with fuch ferious 
confequences, we think it our duty to inftruft you, 
that no grant of land is to be accepted by any miftion- 
ary for his perfonal emolument ; that if any offer be 
made by the Indians, it fhall be fent by you to the 
Directors of the Society, and accepted by them, if 
judged proper, for the general benefit of the mif- 
fton. Whenever a fettlement is formed, it will be 
your duty to attend, at proper feafons, to the cul¬ 
tivation of the land, and to the practice of me¬ 
chanic arts, in order to benefit the Indians, and 
aftift in your own maintenance. Implements will 
be given you by the Society for this purpofe. 


You 



95 INSTRUCTIONS TO MISSIONARIES. 


You are carefully to remark what profpe<Sl:s ap¬ 
pear of propagating the gofpel among the nation 
you firft vifit, and other nations around; what 
Miffionaries are needed and might be ufefuUy em¬ 
ployed 'f and what things are neceflary to give fuc- 
cels and permanency to raiffions. Thefe and every 
thing proper for the information of the Society, 
together with the copy of an exz6t journal which 
you muft keep of all your proceedings, you are to 
tranfmit to the Secretary once every fix months, 
and oftencr if occalion requires. We recommend 
that every perfon in the million keep a particular 
diary of his own; that you unrefcrvedly communi¬ 
cate to one another every material occurrence; and 
that you appoint one of your number to arrange a 
general diary of the whole, a copy of which is to be 
tranfmitted, and to conduct your correfpondcnce. 

Finally, be affured',-'oui' beltsved brethren in the 
Lord, that nothing in our power lhall be wanting 
to contribute to your fupport, your comfort, and 
your fuccefs. Do not faint, or be difeouraged un¬ 
der the dilRculties with which you may have to 
ftruggle. Endure hardnefs as good foldkrs of Jefus 
Chrijl. Count not your lives dear unto yourfelves, fo 
that you might fi 7 iijh your courfe nvith joy^ and the mi¬ 
nifry which you have recieved of the Lord fefuSy to 
gfp^^ f gf'ace of God. Your work is 
moft honorable. “ I had rather die a miffionary,” 
faid one, “ than live a monarch, for fuch ftars muft 
differ from all other fars in glory,”* We commit 
you to the guidance and protedlion of God. We 
ffiall bear you continually on our minds to his 

throne 

* The Rev. Edward Parfons in his charge to the midlon- 
aries going to Africa. 
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throne of grace in Our private devotions, and in 
the aflemblies of his people. The faithful in 
every part of the world, daily offer up prayers in 
your behalf. Be encouraged, above all, by the 
promife of him to whom all ponuer is given in heaven 
and in earthy and who hath faid, Lo^ I am laith you 
alway. May you be iriftrumental in turning many 
of the heathen to righteoufnefs, who lhail be your 
hopi’y your Joy and your crown of rejoicings in the pre¬ 
fence of our Lord Jcfus Chrify at his coming. 


THE 

REPORT 

OF THE 

DIRECTORS. 

S OON after the laft report, the Direftoi-s adopt¬ 
ed a plan for focial prayer xvhich has been 
carried into execution, and it is believed, has been 
attended with beneficial effefls. The lecond wed- 
nefday in every month, meetings are held for this 
purpofe in rotation, in all the churches of which 
the Miniflers are members of the Society ; and, 
though no contributions are urged, yet whatever are 
made, are applied for the benefit of the Society. 

The Dire«^ors judged it to be their duty to begin 
a Million as foon as poffible, and accordingly they 
early appointed a committee to obtain Millionaries, 
and arrange what appeared neceffary on this head. 
The committee advertifed time after time with little 
apparent fuccefs. Receiving, however, intimation 
N from 
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from the Rev. Mr. Jofeph Butlen, of Vermont, 
that he would be willing to accept an appointment 
as a Mhlionary, and being afeertained as to his cha¬ 
racter and qualifications, they recommended him; 
and the Directors agreed to employ him at the an¬ 
nual falary of three hundred and feventy-five dollars, 
and to defray his expences in travelling to the place 
of his deftination. They agreed, at the fame time, 
that it would be molt eligible to attempt the efta- 
blifhment of a MiiEon firft among the Chickafaw 
Indians, a nation on the weftern borders of the 
Rate of Georgia; and Mr. Bullen was requelted to 
come on without delay. They alfo advanced him 
part of his falary to affift in his preparation, and 
requefted him to preach on a certain evening in one 
of the churches, on which occafion the Prefident of 
the Society was appointed to give him a charge as 
to the duties of his milKon. The above requeft 
was complied WjjjiuoiJi.tbe.-2ij3:-x>f laR month, when 
he preached, received a charge, and was fet apart to 
his work by folemn prayer. The Directors fupplied 
him with a few books and articles which were 
deemed proper, and advanced him two hundred 
and fifty dollars to defray the expences incidental 
to his journey and miffion. He left this city on 
the 26th of lafi: month, accompanied by his fon, a 
lad of about feventeen years of age, and who, it is 
fuppofed, will readily acquire the Indian language, 
and may be ufeful in teaching the Indian children ; 
but he is not, at prefent, in the employ of the Di¬ 
rectors. Certain documents from the Government 
of the United States were cheerfully granted at 
Philadelphia to Mr. Bullen, and private directions 
and letters were given him by Gentlemen who kind¬ 
ly and warmly ihterefted themfelves in the bufinefs. 
'fhe laft account of him is from Lancafter in Penn- 
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fylvania on the iirft of this month, when he wrote 
that his journey had been fo far profperous, and 
that he had not been without evident tokens of the 
divine prefence.* 

The Directors farther report, that on the petition 
referred by the Society to them, from the Rev. Mr. 
John Sergeant, a hliffionary to the Stockbridge In¬ 
dians, they have fent for his relief one hundred 
dollars, and they have been happy to learn that the 
relief was uncommonly feafonable. They have alfo 
granted hxty dollars for one year to Paul an Indian 
preacher who labours among the remains of the 
Shinnecock, Montack, and Poofpettuck tribes in 
Suffolk county, Long-Iiland. 

Letters have been received by the Secretary from 
the Glafgow Miffionary Society, and from the par¬ 
ticular Baptift Miffionary Society in England, in 
anfwer to letters written to them. - : 

. ' The general Inftru£l;ions to Miffionaries, the Ad- 
drefs to the Chiefs and Indians of the Chickafavv 
nations, and the Charge given to the firil Miffion¬ 
ary, accompany this repprt. 

The 

* Since this report was made, a letter has been received 
from Mr. Bullen, dated Knoxville, in the (late of Teneffee, 
April 24th. He had arrived, through the goodnefs of Pro¬ 
vidence, thus far fafe; and he mentions that, according to 
his bed information, he had to travel five hundred miles 
farther by land before he could reach the Chickafaw towns. 
He mentions allb, that the Chcrokees who refide in the 
vicinity of the TenefiTee are dejirous of having Mifllonaries 
among them. 

N 2 
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The Society and its benevolent fupporters will fee 
that the Direftors have not been inattentive to the 
important truft repofed in them; but that they 
have profecuted it, under the fmiles of heaven, to a 
degree of fuccefs.. If the profpedls of the Miffion¬ 
ary already fent fhould prove encouraging, it is in¬ 
tended to ftrengthen him by others *, nor are re- 
fources to be defpaired of, in this glorious undertak¬ 
ing. Inconfidefable as the beginnings may feem, 
no one can calculate their probable increafe, and 
tendency to promote the kingdom of the divine 
Redeemer. He is King on the holy hill of Zion, 
and it is the irreverlible decree of God the Father, 
to give to his Son the heathen for his inheritance^ atid 
the iittermojl parts of the earth for his pojfejfto-n. 

Signed by order of the hoard of DireBors^ 

J 0 H:^ M. mason, SeeVy. 

New-¥‘erk 7 "^prTI 23^ 1799* 

The Society, at their annual meeting in Novem¬ 
ber laft did little more than ele£f Officers and Di- 
reiSlors for the enfuing year. Such was the de¬ 
rangement occalioned by the mortal licknefs which 
had prevailed in the city, that they adjourned to 
meet on the 23d of April- following, then to hear 
the fermons, and to tranfa«fl whatever bufinefs 
feemed neceffiiry. Though the report of the Di¬ 
rectors contains fome things which, ftriCtly, belong 
to the report to be made at the next annual meet- 
^*^§5 yst it was judged belt to give a fummary ac¬ 
count of proceedings till the prefent time. 

The Society having traiifacted their bufinefs with 
harmony and affeCtion, with gratitude to God who 
had profpered them thus far, and with pleafing 

hope 
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hope that he would crown their labours with Rill 
more abundant fuccefs, appointed one of their mem¬ 
bers to preach a fermon in the Brick Prefbyteriaa 
Church, at their annual meeting, on the firft Tues¬ 
day of November next, till which time they ad¬ 
journed. 


STATE OF THE FUNDS. 

The Committee appointed to audit the Treafurer's Accounts 
leg leave to report, 

T hat they have carefully examined the Account 
current of the faid Treafurer, and compared it with 
the vouchers, and find the fame to be juft and accurate, 
and that there is a balance in the hands of the Treafurer 
of three hundred and feventy-four dollars thirty-nine cents. 

Yofff'Committee furtheF’lfpSfr that t he fu nds of the 
Society confiding in money and /hares in tfi^New-Tork 
Infurance Company amount to the fum of one thoufand 
nine hundred and fifty-two dollars fifteen cents,—and that 
the arrears due to the Society calculating at the lowe/I: 
rate fixed by the conditution, including entrance-money 


and annual fubferiptions for the year 1797 amount to 
llxty-three dollars. 

Shares in Infurance Company edimated at 

prime cod, but now much more valua- Dh. Cls. 

ble.1577 76 

In bands of the Treafurer. 374 39 


1952 15 

Edimated arrears . . ...... 63 


Anthony Post. 
Peter Wilson. 

New-York, 22d April, 1799. 

Officers 
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Cheers and other DireBors eleBed November laj}. 
OFFICERS. 

John Rodgers, D. D. Preftdent. 

John H. Livingston,, D. O. Vice-Prejident. 

Mr. Divie Bethune, Treafurer. 

Rev. John M. Mason, Secretary. 

Rev. Samvel Miller, CUri ^~ 


OTHER DIRECTORS. 


William Linn, D. D, 
John M‘Knight, D. D. 
Rev. Gerardus Kutper?, 
Rev. John N. Abe el, 
PxTEK Wilson, L. L. D. 
Thomas Mackan^ss, Efg. 


John Broome, Efq. 
Anthonv Post, Efq. 
Leonard BLEiccKER.Efq. 
Mr. George Lindsav, 
Mr. George Warner, 
Mf. John B.ingham. 


Zy Donations to the Society will be thankfully received 
t>y the Treafurer, or by any other of the Direftors. 


The Plan for Social Prayer^ adopted January 
i8, 179^, loy the DireBors of the New-York 
Mijfionary Society. 

I. ** I "'HAT the fecond Wednefday evening of every 
-|L month, beginning at candle-light, be obferved 
from February next, by the Members of this Society, and 
all who are willing to join with them, for the purpofe of 
offering up their prayers and fupplications to the God of 
grace, that he would be pleafed to pour out his Spirit on 
his Church, and.fend his gofpel to all nations ; and that he 
would fucceed the endeavours of this Society, and all So¬ 
cieties inftituted on the fame principles and for the fame 
ends.” 
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2. That thefe evenings of prayer be oMerved in rota¬ 
tion, in the Churches of this city to whole Judicatories 
they may be acceptable, and of which there is a Minifter 
belonging to this Society ; beginning with the Old Prelby- 
terian Church, and proceeding next to the Scots Prefby- 
terian Church, next to the New Dufdb Church, next to 
the Firft Baptift Church, next to the Brick Prefbyterian 
Church, next to the North Dutch Church, and then the 
fervice to revert to the place it began ; provided, that if the 
Minifters of any other Churches become Members of the 
Society, a due proportion of the fervice, in the regular 
coiirfe, be performed in faid Churches. Notice to be given 
on the Lord’s day preceding every meeting from the feveral 
pulpits.” 

“ 3. That the order of the fervice be as follows : i. The 
finging of a. pfalm, prayer, and a Ihort dilcourfe, or h&ure, 
adapted to the occafion. 2. A prayer. 3. The finging of 
a pfaim, prayer, the finging of another pfalm, a collection, 
..md Vlitv iirPWBftyg W W pronounced.” _ 

“ 4. That a Minifter belonging to the Church in which 
the fervice is held, always prefide for that evening, give out 
all the pfalms, make the introdudory prayer, deliver the 
difcourfe, and pronounce the bleffing ; that where more 
than one Minifter belong to the fame Church, they prefide 
and perform the aforefaid fervice in rotation, beginning 
witJi the eldeft perfon in the Miniftry.” 

“ 5. That the fecond prayer be made by the Minifter 
who is to prefide at the next meeting, and the third by 
the Minifter who is to prefide at the meeting following: 
obferving, in collegiate Churches, the order of the pre¬ 
ceding article ; provided, however, that the Minifters who 
are to officiate may, with the confent of the prefiding Mi¬ 
nifter, exchange their turns with others, and invite any 

Minifters 





PLAN FOR SOCIAL PRAYER. 


Miniflers belonging to the Society, when occafionally pre- 
fent to officiate for theiri.’* 

• 6 . That though no contribution fhall be urged, yet, 

as it is ufual and proper to contribute whenever we aflem- 
ble for public worlhip, whatever contribution is made, fhall, 
after the expences of the evening are defrayed, be applied 
to the purpofeS of the Society.” 


FINIS. 





